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Randall Whitehead : Residential Lighting: A Practical Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Residential Lighting: A Practical Guide: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Worthwhile purchase.By ririGreat even for the novice. I ordered this 
book at a terrific price because I am a homeowner and just wanted to know what I was doing in general. Did not want 
to put money into electrical upgrades without knowing the basic rules of design. I would not say this is super easy to 
read. This is the type of book though that is like a medical encyclopedia. If you are working on your kitchen, you pull 
your book out, read the section, then put away until next section of the house. I was pleasantly surprised what was said 
about uplights, downlights, etc. Lighting in kitchen is sooooo important because people work on counter space and 
table for bills. Loved this book. Author did a very nice job. Felt like I was a lighting engineer and peeking inside an 
electrical engineers mind. WORTHWHILE purchase and we are very picky.28 of 28 people found the following 
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review helpful. A lighting technique that works!By James PrestonI've read a few other lighting books over the years 
but found that Whitehead's approach is superior for creating moods in rooms. My wife and I prototype interiors in our 
home and the results from "A Practical Guide" have been outstanding. We move and change the lighting with 
temporary luminaires and various wattages to explore the various possibilities before using them in real designs for 
clients.Beware - after buying into his concepts you will be frustrated by the lighting almost everywhere you go.- jim18 
of 19 people found the following review helpful. Residential Lighting - A Practical GuideBy C. WesterbeckThis is an 
excellent practical and technical book for learning about and designing lighting for a home. It's aimed at the 
professional, which I appreciate as an intern architect. Part of my job is to design sophisticated lighting schemes for 
custom homes, which takes a lot of experience and knowledge. This book has really helped me to pinpoint the 
different kinds of lighting needed for each space and how to place it and specify it in a professional way for the 
greatest effect. Most architects take years to learn this, but I'm getting a crash course by having this resource. It's not a 
fluffy coffee table book, it's a technical manual that teaches HOW to properly understand and design lighting for a 
residence. I highly recommend it.

Residential Lighting is the complete guide to illuminating single-family homes. Examines the "how" behind the art of 
residential lighting. Emphasizes use of "light layering"-using variety of lighting sources together. Features more 
illustrations, room-based design strategies, common lighting mistakes, and a larger color section. 

a highly visual guide to the fundamentals of illuminating residential projects great detail (Interior Design, May 
2004)From the Back CoverAn insightful guide to the art and technique of home lighting design Residential Lighting is 
a nontechnical reference guide to creating effective lighting designs for residential projects using an easy-to-
understand and effective light-layering approach. Packed with hundreds of informative illustrations and diagrams, this 
reliable book provides a helpful balance of the latest design techniques and tried-and-true applications. Before and 
after photos, as well as day and night comparisons, demonstrate how light layering uses the four functions of light 
(task, accent, decorative, and ambient) to illuminate both interior and exterior spaces. A valuable resource for real-
world practice, this hands-on book offers guidelines for: Lighting a variety of rooms and landscapes Assessing a 
clients needs Drawing a reflected ceiling plan Writing lighting specifications Choosing materials Integrating natural 
light Residential Lighting is a practical reference for interior designers, architects, and everyone working on residential 
projects where lighting is integral to the design.About the AuthorRANDALL WHITEHEAD, IALD, a lighting 
consultant for more than twenty-five years, is an internationally known author and speaker on the subject of 
architectural lighting design. His work focuses on residential and landscape lighting, and his projects have appeared in 
Architectural Digest, House and Garden, and Architectural Record, among other magazines. 


