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Diana Grenfell : RHS Wisley Handbook: Hostas (Royal Horticultural Society Wisley Handbooks)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised RHS Wisley Handbook: 
Hostas (Royal Horticultural Society Wisley Handbooks): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Karen Kay KramerGreat book for Hosta lovers---will 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1845333829


be using it for a reference at our Master Gardener Plant Sale!!!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Beautiful pictures and shows how to propagate preciselyBy Linda WilliamsClear and decisive. Love the pictures. So 
glad you showed how to propagate. I have been doing it right, then. Haha0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. HostasBy pleased customerVery interesting species of plants. I learned much and now own 3 varieties. Very 
beautiful plants. So many varieties available.

Hostas are invaluable foliage plants with their broad leaves providing dramatic clumps of architectural interest in the 
garden. The sculptural leaves come in many sizes and although many are green, they range from powder blue to 
golden yellow and some have subtle variegation. This concise, illustrated handbook contains detailed information on 
all aspects of hosta care, providing invaluable reference for amateur gardeners and experienced growers alike. The 
straightforward approach to essential techniques, together with advice on tackling pests and other problems, and the 
directory of recommended varieties, will ensure successful results.

Hailing from the Far East, hostas have become almost a cult plant here in the UK and in the USA with breeders 
striving to create new varieties every year. Originally classified as members of the Liliaceae family, they now have 
their own family - Hostaceae - although this can cause a few heated discussions! Lush foliage combined with dainty, 
often scented, flowers in shades of white through mauve, they give an almost tropical feel to a garden. Gently 
unfurling their luxuriant growth in Spring they soon fill their allotted space with a neat mound of leaves. Plain leaved 
or variegated, bowl-shaped, lance-shaped, glaucous, golden and blue, their diversity provides an endless source of 
fascination for the collector. Relatively free from disease they are infamous for their appeal to molluscs. Many a 
gardener has despaired at this attractiveness to slugs and snails and given up their cultivation. But some well-timed 
treatment at the start of the season should ensure a healthy plant whilst good garden practice will ensure such pests are 
kept in abeyance through the rest of the growing season. In borders or containers, in sun or shade, hostas are a valuable 
addition to the garden, filling out space under shrubs and trees without complaint. Diana Grenfell, President and co-
founder of the British Hosta and Hemerocallis Society, brings her unrivalled knowledge to this study, sharing her in-
depth, expertise with these fascinating plants and giving detailed botanical facts, cultivation details, propagation, pest 
and disease advice and ideas on their uses in the garden. Part of the RHS Wisley handbook series, this is a 
comprehensive and concise look at the genus Hostaceae, fully illustrated and clearly written. Aimed at both the 
amateur and professional grower, this is an invaluable addition to any serious horticulturalists bookshelf. - Lucy 
WatsonAbout the AuthorDiana Grenfell is a writer and international lecturer on hostas, daylilies, and other 
horticultural topics. She was a co-founder of the British Hosta and Hemerocallis Society and lives in London. 


