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Michele Osborne : Roof Terrace Gardening: Practical Planning - Inspirational Ideas - 300 Photographs  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Roof Terrace Gardening: 
Practical Planning - Inspirational Ideas - 300 Photographs: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. We are just beginners in staring our terrace garden so ...By I. 
BlanckWe are just beginners in staring our terrace garden so it was helpful but we need to learn more .It was so many 
varieties in a book so we need a little more specific data and we will add toour collection of the books later.....1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Roof Terrace Gardening is Like Gardening in the SkyBy allanbecker-
gardenguruMany urban dwellers choose to incorporate adjacent rooftops into their living spaces. Here, on these very 
desirable roofs, terraces, and balconies, they create lush outdoor gardens that enhance the quality of their lives by 
adding a natural balance to city living.High above the bustle of densely populated areas, urbanites living in these 
privileged spaces are able to experience air that seems purer, a sense of freedom and privacy, brighter daylight, 
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infinitely more sunlight, and closeness to nature that is often associated with mountaintop experiences. At these 
heights, people are more likely to be aware of the ever-changing shapes of clouds, the colorful drama of sunrises and 
sunsets, and the majesty of thunderstorms.With strategic planning, apartment dwellers that are fortunate enough to 
include a rooftop into their living quarters, a concept sometimes known as a penthouse, can enjoy many of the benefits 
of a garden. However, the approach to achieving a quality outdoor life, high above a densely populated urban area, 
requires an approach different from that used to create a bucolic retreat in a back yard or on an estate.A rooftop garden 
design must take into consideration building and zoning regulations, structural integrity of the apartment building, 
irrigation and waterproofing, physical access for both enjoyment and maintenance, and weather elements that are 
harsher at great heights than they are at street level.In this very practical mass-market publication, the author offers a 
variety of inspiring design ideas that meet the needs of most aspiring rooftop gardeners. Readers will learn how to plan 
a design for a multipurpose outdoor space that takes into consideration one's needs for entertaining, relaxation, play, 
and contemplation.The author has also includes suggestions for furniture, containers, ornamentation, lighting, water 
features, and the selection of plants. Readers will be guided into choosing vegetation, not only for beauty, but also for 
privacy, shade, accents, visual background filler, and for growing food. The plant recommendations are influenced by 
the ability of certain vegetation to withstand the exposed, harsh conditions associated with windy, sun drenched 
rooftop gardens.

How to individualize your roof terrace with designs, plans, practical advice and plant lists; here are inspiring solutions 
and how-to case studies for every kind of rooftop space, with gorgeous photographs of sky-high locations in England, 
New York and New Zealand.

"* 'Some city-dwellers think that making a roof garden is an easy short-cut to heaven on earth (or at least just above 
it). In reality roof gardens are a pretty specialized form of garden design, and the conditions for plants are as tough as 
they come. Here at last is a book that will help you to make one successfully.' Stephen Anderton, The Times 
gardener"About the AuthorMichele Osborne graduated as a linguist from the Sorbonne, in Paris, before moving to 
England. Her passion for art and architecture inspired her to become a landscape designer. She has since completed 
several international projects, working privately and with commercial developers and architects. She has designed 
many urban roof terraces, and her work has been exhibited at the Museum of Garden History in London. 


