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Jeanie Stiles, David Stiles: Rustic Retreats: A Build-I1t-Yourself Guide before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rustic Retreats: A Build-1t-Y ourself Guide:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. if your looking to make something to live like ancient Indian
tribesBy Arthur Sharp"Rustic" that's key word here. these plans are mostly for very rustic structures. There are some
really neat ideasif your into "perishable" structures, alot of glorified tents really, if your looking to make something to
live like ancient Indian tribes, or maybe hippiesin a commune this may be the book your looking for. the plans are
decent, and very artistically presented.l was not looking for the type of structures mentioned above however, | was
looking for things like what are shown on the cover. The plans for the cover building are in the book, but they are
about the only set that are nearly that well defined of a structure. This was to me a classic case were | never would
have bought this book had | gone into a store and looked at it thoroughly, the web description, and sample were in my
opinion abit misleading.again, its a nice book for a certain type of plans, just not what | thought it would be.4 of 4


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1580170358

people found the following review helpful. Outstanding book in every senseBy readerl am simply amazed that people
find this book lacking. For example, lacking photos, descriptions of doing electricity or plumbing, or whatever. For me
this book defines the genre -- it is the most outstanding book on innovative shelter | have ever read.The authors give
extensive details. A single example istheillustration of how to get 1000 pounds of logs to your remote site: balanced
across 2 canoes! The authors define many building techniques that are never discussed in "how to build your house"
books because those books assume that you have power tools, ready access to alumber supply, and in al probability
the need to satisfy building inspectors. This book has different assumptions: you are going to build something in the
wilderness (or at least your back yard) that does not even attempt to conform to the standards of the uniform building
code.l love each and every project they describe, but currently 1 am assembling the material for the Ivy Covered Grow
Hut. | ordered a used parachute on eBay and the glue on and | am buying the bender boards tomorrow. The concept of
something like an igloo covered inivy (I will use jasmine) being built way out there in the wilderness as a nomadic
shelter is brilliant, ssimply brilliant. It satisfied aneed | did not know | had, but when satisfied gave me grest joy. | can
backpack in most of the materials myself (the authors suggest that 2 people should build this shelter, but that is not the
situation | find myself in) so perhapsit will take me 2 tripsinstead of the single 2-person weekend the authors
anticipated. The bottom lineisthat if you want a conventional house-like shelter, this book is not the book you want.
But if you want to live like Thoreau or Huck Finn, this book is exactly what you need.The pencil drawings were the
only way to convey the details -- photographs would have had distracting extraneous details.After | build the vy
(Jasmine) Covered Grow Hut | think | will build atree house. One with a spiral stair so my dog can get up there. And
aHuck Finn raft -- the dog and me floating down some lazy river, catching fish for dinner and being rocked to sleep
by the water.l really cannot recommend this book highly enough, and | have read many many books on various types
of construction, aswell as having built my own home, which the building inspectors photographed to show to their
friends.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ... Boy Scout or Girl Scout this would be a great book. The
reviews and front pic are misleadingBy Katrina Gauldif | were a 12 year old Boy Scout or Girl Scout thiswould be a
great book. The reviews and front pic are misleading. The book is very juvenile and not very practical for actual use. |
can buy anicetent and set it up to accomplish a better retreat than most of the items in this book. It does have some
rustic enclosures that could be built if you were ever lost in the woods, or on asurvival trip but not at all something
that anyone wanting to build a small retreat would want to use. Who wants to stay in a bark covered pyramid. If you
have spent any time in the woods or handling bark you would know that you would be sharing your "retreat" with
some more primitive crawling creatures. Not my idea of fun and | am a country girl. | am returning the book. Very
disappointed in this.

Build the woodland hideaway of your dreams! From an elegant gazebo on the water to arustic log cabin, this practical
guide provides complete plans and illustrated step-by-step instructions for constructing more than 20 low-cost, sturdy,
and beautiful outdoor structures. With expert advice on basic building techniques, necessary tools, and safety
considerations, David and Jeanie Stiles show you everything you need to know to create your own dazzling garden
pavilion, tree house, sauna hut, and more.

.com Thisisadelightful book that promises to deliver loads of fantasy and fun for anyone in need of arustic placeto
rest, relax, and retreat from the speed and stress of modern living. The Stiles provide more than 20 step-by-step plans
for low-cost outdoor buildings, among them a grape arbor, a hillside hut, a water gazebo (floating!), alog cabin, tree
houses, awigwam, a garden pavilion, ayurt, and ariver raft. A bit of individual creativity can make any of the plans
described and diagrammed into unique personal statements or fantasies. Many of the plans are so simple they can be
built in afew hours or in less than aday, and most do not require high levels of carpentry or building skills (though all
will be useful as"learning projects’ for the uninitiated). If you built forts as a kid--or wanted to--here's your chance to
play at it again as an adult! --Mark A. HettsFrom Library Journal The Stileses, authors of a number of do-it-yourself
books such as Jeanie's Kids' Furniture You Can Build (LJ 12/96) and David's Sheds (L J 4/93), have created a unique
build-it-yourself book based on the concept that "today, more than ever, we need to have away of escaping from our
high-powered electronic civilization with its hectic pace." They start with the very basic task of tool selection, and
supply directionsto build atool-box for storage. They also cover primitive door locks, roof thatching, window design,
ropes, and knots. Within the pages of this book are directions on building garden retreats, basic lean-tos, primitive
native huts, log cabins, among other things. A delightful treat for the imagination and also a very practical building
guide. Highly recommended (no Boy Scout should be without it!).?Sandra Knowles, Sch. of Medicine Lib., Columbia,
SCCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.From the Back Cover Deep in the woods or right in the backyard,
take refuge and enjoy the natural world in your own rustic retreat. Campers, anglers, hunters, and nature lovers -- the
woodland hideaway you'vew dreamed of is in these pages. From an elegant water gazebo to atraditional tipi, you'll
find it in Rustic Retreats: A Build-I1t-Youself Guide. Experienced designers and builders, David and Jeanie Stiles offer
illustrated, step-by-step instructions for more than 20 low-cost, sturdy, beautiful outdoor structures, including: *
Garden Pavilion * Grape Arbor * Hillside Hut * Sauna Hut * Water Gazebo * Triangular Tree House * Log Cabin *



Wigwam * River Raft * Yurt This complete workbook also contains sections on basic building techniques, essential
tools, joints and joining methods, and safety concerns, plus directions for building all types of windows, skylights,
doors, roofs, latches, and locks.



