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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Plants in the Service of EmpireBy M. ZavalaThis book offers an 
invaluable analysis of the ways in which plants and knowledge about them have been employed towards the expansion 
of the British empire. Amateur and later professional botanists associated with the Kew Botanical Gardens made 
relocating plants from one continent to the next possible through innovation and enhanced understanding of the plants' 
systems, taxonomy and ecology. This knowledge and related inventions for transporting plants made it possible for the 
British to grow rubber in SE Asia, tea in Ceylon, coffee in Latin America, sugar in Brazil, etc. This movement of 
plants around the world were further aided by the valuable discovery of quinine for curing fevers and malaria which 
meant that the cinchona tree from Peru and Bolivia facilitated the penetration of colonial empire further into the 
African and Asian continents. This book is carefully researched and beautifully narrated.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. An excellent, eye-opening historyBy Peter HustonI stumbled across this book while doing 
research for a master's thesis that dealt with, of all things, the history of paleontology and the Peking man digs in 
China. I found it eye-opening and fascinating. Through showing the history of the British Royal Botanical Gardens, 
the author manages to teach a great deal about the rise of Europe and the West, Colonialism, science, agriculture and 
economic production throughout the British empire, and the world at large, up to modern times. Of special interest to 
me was the intertwining of science and economic exploitation in colonialized nations of the time. I consider this book 
remarkable in that it taught me more than if I had read five similar books.1 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. An excellent bookBy Luis Mendonca CarvalhoThis is an excellent book, very easy to read and covering the 
colonial economic botany (rubber, quinin, sisal) in a true apealing way.

This widely acclaimed book analyzes the political effects of scientific research as exemplified by one field, economic 
botany, during one epoch, the nineteenth century, when Great Britain was the worlds most powerful nation. Lucile 
Brockway examines how the British botanic garden network developed and transferred economically important plants 
to different parts of the world to promote the prosperity of the Empire.In this classic work, available once again after 
many years out of print, Brockway examines in detail three cases in which British scientists transferred important crop 
plantscinchona (a source of quinine), rubber and sisalto new continents. Weaving together botanical, historical, 
economic, political, and ethnographic findings, the author illuminates the remarkable social role of botany and the 
entwined relation between science and politics in an imperial era.

About the AuthorThe late Lucile Brockway received her doctoral degree in anthropology from the City University of 
New York. 


