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Rick Austin : Secret Garden of Survival: How to grow a camouflaged food- forest. before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Secret Garden of Survival: How to grow a
camouflaged food- forest.:

172 of 179 people found the following review helpful. Only abasic overviewBy Buy Americanlf you're expecting this
book to be a guide or handbook then think again asit only provides a sketchy description with little instruction. | see
in another review that someone said they were glad it wasn't big and scary or something and actually had to LOL at


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1481839772

that (I truly did snort). I'd think anyone that would buy this sort of book would demand big and scary, | sure do. Here's
the email | sent to the author after reading the book:Hi Rick,When | saw your book on | was pretty excited because
I've been shopping for something EXACTLY likethisfor awhile, but | have to say after reading it | was alittle
disappointed. My first thought when it arrived was in regards to how small it is, | was expecting to see something with
at least 200 pages...it barely broke 100 and half of it is useless pictures.] am not a master gardener. 1, like most people,
need to be able to learn thoroughly about a subject in order to put it into action. We pay the $20.00+ for a book like
this because maybe we don't have the time to experiment year after year. The point is you should have included some
companion charts, more examples (with details), and sponsored a forum so people can chat about what they've got.l,
for example, have flat ground located in an arid climate with harsh winters. | did pick up afew tips but not 20 bucks
worth from the book. | don't expect you to know secret recipe for success about my particular soil, but some specific
examples and ideas would have left me ableto get rolling thisfall when | can plant again.l am sure | am not alonein
this matter. Asit stands I'm really not much further ahead and will have to continue to scour the internet for ideas on
the variations of plants. I'll most likely return the book.*** UPDATE*** Reply From Author:Mike: Thanks for buying
my book and for sending me your email below.l am sorry you are disappointed and the book did not meet your
expectations. (Hopefully you have read the entire book, as most people who have, have told me that they loveit.)l
wrote the book because so many people asked me to do so, to explain how they could create their own Secret Garden
of Survival for themselves. When | decided to write the book , | knew how difficult it was to read all the technical,
lengthy, and confusing permaculture texts out there (and | have read plenty of them) that were 300+ pages, and that
more oriented toward someone who was more of a horticulturalist, that your average home owner.| therefore tried to
make the book simple, straightforward, and give people the most information, using the fewest number of words
possible so that they could get to actually doing the project themselves. | also used a huge number of full color photos,
since people learn more from seeing something, than from reading. And even though my publisher said the book
would be expensive to print with 120+ full color photographs, | knew that it was important for people to see the detail,
so that they would not have to read 300+ pages of explanation.| try to give the basic conceptsin the book of how
guilds work and the infrastructure that will give people the best result. | talk in my book about how | cannot possibly
give every example of every guild plant that will work in every environment and USDA zone. However, | also state
that it isimportant for the homeowner to find a good local plant nursery, that understands permaculture and that can
provide you with plants that were propagated in their area, and that are native to that area and environment. That is
because plants that you get from the big box stores typically have travelled 1500 miles and are pumped full of "drugs’
to make them look good when they are on the store floor. Most of those trees will not be of avariety that will do well,
or that will actually bear fruit in every zone in which they are sold.As an example, there are apple trees that will grow
in the Northeast US, and apple trees that will grow in the Southern US. They are al apple trees, and each may grow in
each other's environment, but a northern apple tree will never bear fruit if planted in the south, because a northern
apple tree needs more "chill hours' (hours in the winter below 45 degrees) before it will set fruit.All that being said,
most peopl e appreciate that they do not have to read 300+ pages, or have to wade through 20 page charts, and cross
reference each guild plant, to figure out how to plant their own guildsin their own environment.If however, you are
looking for abigger text that goes into more specific detail, with multiple charts and graphs, then | recommend you get
the book Gaia's Garden. It is 300+ pages, and | have seen it on for $48.00+.As you can see, | am open to answering
questions of people who have purchased my book and | am always willing to help answer questions that people might
have, aswell as provide aforum for questions on my website, and radio show.If you have not read the book
completely, please do so and seeif it is not helpful to you. If you want to return the book after that, and want to pick
up any one of the permaculture books geared toward more professional gardeners and landscapers, then | encourage
you to do so.Let me know if | can help you in any case.Rick.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great
information but it left me with many questions.By Calex Gonzalezl really liked this book and it provided a wealth of
information about how to grow a self-sustaining garden that doesn't even look like one. My only complaint isthat the
author goesinto alot of detail about how to build this type of garden on ahill type slope but doesn't really explain
what to do if your property islevel. | also wished he had spent more time giving details of what plants and how they
should be spaced. His diagrams could have included a planting plan for the different types of plants and trees from an
aerial perspective with each plant's location layed out in detail. | was looking for a detailed plan on what to plant and
where. | will need to do more research to figure out exactly how to do this. | am considering writing the author to see
what additional information he can provide.That being said, | think this method of planting ishow | will approach
gardening from now on and the book is amust for those who are interested in learning more about this methodO of 0
people found the following review helpful. Excellent Book!By TerriY ou can tell that Rick Austin had given alot of
thought to the best plan of action to secretly have a sustainable garden and keeping it very economical. | highly
recommend his books on greenhouses and livestock too. He covers everything you need to know. Thank you, Rick, for
sharing your insight with the public interested in following in your footsteps.

Imagine afood garden that you only have to plant once in your life-time, that takes up very little space, that will



provide food for you and your family for the next 30 years; that can grow five times more food per square foot than
traditional or commercial gardening; and where you never have to weed, never have to use fertilizers and never have
to use pesticide-- ever. All diguised as overgrown underbrush, so nobody knows you have food growing there! This
book will show you how to do it in one growing season!

It's amazing how much information is packed into this book. It has everything a homesteading gardener should want to
know. It is easy to read, makes perfect sense, and shows you how to do it step by step! Aside from showing the basics
of creating a successful permaculture garden, it also shows how to build a grey water irrigation system, how to build a
duck pond, how to preserve food, how to make a key-hole vegetable garden, and how to use natural pest control for
bugs and for 4 legged garden robbers. If you are serious about putting food on your table, you need to get this
book!Whoa Rick! | am on chapter 9 and am really loving your book! The last permaculture book | ordered is about 2"
thick and really scary...! Y our book makes so much sense, easy to read and understand, and pictures are very helpful!
Now all | haveto doisput al your awesome information into practice!!! You ROCK! MANY THANKS!!! Connie
Great Book! Thanks! We certainly will be implementing your ideas - with Gratitude! We would like to receive your
newsd etter as advertised in your book! Please add usto your list: Thanks Again! Being Patient for your next titles!Be
Well!Marilyn- Kansas



