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Ray Desmond : Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker: Traveller and Plant Colle before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker: Traveller and Plant Colle:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Alexey V. F. Ch. BobrovSo interesting and nice book,
asall RBG Kew issues.5 of 8 people found the following review helpful. As attachefBy Lynn BublitzAn in depth
outline of the travel which under-pinned this remarkable man's cotribution to science- botany in particular. It iswell
writen and illustrated with afine selection of early plant portraits and photographsl of 4 people found the following
review helpful. Colorful JourneyBy R. O'DonnellJoseph Hooker is not my favorite 19th century scientist. His
achievements warrant respect, his friendship with Darwin gave the latter courage to publish the radical book The
Origin of Species, histravels (well illustrated here) were exceptionally fruitful and his systematics, flawless. But he
spoke badly of people behind their backs then treated them well when in person. He was a hypocrite in short. Y ou
won't learn that in this book but it's sadly true...something sinister behind the hero who bestrides these glossy
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pages...keep it in mind to moderate your admiration of an otherwise admirable man.

Sir Joseph Hooker is remembered as an eminent Victorian botanist and one of Charles Darwin's closest collaborators.
Many gardeners and lovers of rhododendrons know of his plant collecting expedition in the Himalayas, but few are
aware of his participation in Sir James Clark Ross' epic voyage to Antarcticain 1839-43, of hisvisitsto Syriaand
Lebanon in 1860, to the Atlas Mountains in Morocco in 1871, and to the Rockies and Californiain 1877. At some risk
to his own safety and health (he came close to drowning in the Antarctic Ocean and was imprisoned by the Rajah of
Sikkim), he discovered many new species of plants and introduced a number of attractive flowersinto British gardens.
When Hooker encountered European species growing in the southern hemisphere he naturally wondered how they got
there. He shared his theories on plant distribution and other topics of mutual interest with Darwin to whom he also sent
scientific data acquired during his travels. He was a competent surveyor who produce

‘Nothing seems to have been spared in the production of this book - It isawork of art' Country Life



