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David Stevens : Small Space Gardens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Small Space Gardens: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. very nice bookBy sthis was purchased for a daughter who lives and 
works overseas. her apartment was small, but with an ample terrace. the outdoor space sparked her imagination, and 
she requested this last year for Christmas, to aid her creative process. she loves it.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy choyoungchilGoooooD

A small garden can be beautiful, low maintenance, sheltered, intimate and fun. Good design, both inside and outside 
the home is timeless and is based on sound principles. Small Space Gardens takes you through the entire planning 
sequence, providing a progressive organizational sequence that melds interior, exterior and borrowed landscape into an 
elegant, practical and integrated whole.The first chapter demonstrates how to analyze your existing space what you 
have in your garden already, what you want to keep and what you will need to introduce, from furniture to lighting 
techniques to walls and paths. This will help you decide what you want from your garden whether it is an eating area 
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or play zone, herbs or barbeques. It then goes on to look at the planning of your new garden how best to maximize the 
space that you have. It shows how to use dividers, paths, walls and raised areas to create separate areas and hidden 
corners.Many people think of plants and planting in the initial planning stages, when in reality it is the spatial 
framework which must come first. Once this is established, the planting can then breathe life into the garden, and the 
chapter on planting strategy will help you formulate a considered plan to create color, texture and atmosphere.

From BooklistBefore embarking on the garden-making process, Stevens suggests that the first thing to do is to figure 
out what is there to start with, then, define what one wants. A wealth of beautiful images help to explain the 
importance of coordinating an outdoor space with the architecture and style of one's home, be it the crisp lines of a 
contemporary structure or the honey-hued walls of an aged stucco dwelling. Stevens' cordial yet direct writing style is 
consistent, whether he's explaining practical issues such as surveying and budgeting, or setting forth case studies 
dealing with complex spatial considerations or dramatic design elements. A host of small gardens--city rooftops to 
sanctuaries in the countryside--offer inspired approaches to creating seating areas, capturing views, and constructing 
unique dividers. Formal, traditional approaches are presented, but abstract, unconventional possibilities provide the 
excitement inherent in this finely produced volume. Alice JoyceCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reservedAbout the AuthorDavid Stevens is one of the world's leading contemporary gardening designers, and his 
company, David Stevens International, is one of the largest design firms. He has won over twenty six awards at the 
Chelsea Flower Show, including an impressive eleven gold medals in addition to international recognition. In addition, 
he has won three gold awards and the Best in Show award at the Hampton Court International Flower Show. The 
author more than twenty books, including The Garden Design Sourcebook, Contemporary Garden Design and 
Contemporary Water Gardens, David is an established television and radio personality with regular appearances on the 
BCC. 


