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Azby Brown : Small Spaces: Stylish Ideas for Making More of Less in the Home  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Small Spaces: Stylish Ideas for Making More of Less 
in the Home: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disappointed in this bookBy Mary Ann BurnsDisappointed in this 
book . It was not whatI was looking for but in researching small houses. Although it did give me a couple of good 
ideas to use in my current house. I think the book is written well pictures are beautiful but I just chose the wrong book 
for what I was looking to find out out about to y houses,1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful 
book with cool ideas.By A. CurtisI'm redoing a very tiny house that was built in 1940. Because of budget restrictions 
and existing restrictions, I haven't been able to incorporate any of the ideas yet but "yet" is the operative word. I like 
the drawings throughout the book, illustrating more clearly a number of the design functions of the rooms. It's a 
beautiful book regardless of the space you live in.17 of 20 people found the following review helpful. title should be 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1568364547


changed to "Build built-in furniture"By Beatrice IzzeyThe title should be "build built-in furniture to get rid of your 
space problems."I think the ideas are worth considering: sure, if you have chairs for desks and vanities that slide right 
in, you can save a lot of space. Yes, build little drawers out of the stair case, and nifty pull out cabinets everywhere. 
Certainly having less furniture and more built -ins is the best way to reduce clutter. Yes, build underground "closets" 
in your floorboards and crawl space.However, for most young people and for renters, the solutions are not practical 
because of lack of investment capital or long term plan for a space. Hiring carpenters to construct these designs would 
be of prohibitive cost for most, except for the wealthy.I see from this book that Schindler and Neutra and all the 
modernists got lots of their ideas from the Japanese built-in solution.

Small Spaces is about living comfortably and using space wisely, and where better to find ideas on that subject than 
Japan, one of the world's most urban and densely populated countries? Tokyo resident Azby Brown, a distinguished 
architect and designer, has assembled dozens of creative solutions to space and storage problems, illustrating them 
with photographs and plans of actual living environments in contemporary homes. The key to his approach is what 
might be called "The Three Cs "--compact, comfortable, and convenient. Use of space is reconsidered, with easy living 
always the uppermost goal. A living room is opened up by creating level changes or "joining it with the exterior." A 
staircase can double as a chest of drawers, a space beneath the floor can serve as a kitchen pantry or hiding place for a 
disappearing bed: an adjustable table can serve different purposes at different heights. From top to bottom, in 
bedroom, bathroom, kitchen and hall, Azby Brown presents solutions to the problems of inner space, illustrated with 
dozens of full-color photographs, drawings, and architectural plans. Small Spaces will be a lifesaver for all those with 
growing families, shrinking resources, and limited room to grow--or indeed anyone who wants to transform a 
disorganized, cluttered environment into an orderly, attractive living area.

.com Drawing upon the sparse tranquility of Japanese design, architect and Tokyo resident Azby Brown explains how 
to live comfortably in limited or overcrowded domains. By rethinking our approach to space, utilizing seemingly dead 
areas (under-floor or under-stairs storage, for example), creating multipurpose or convertible areas, and reconsidering 
layout, we can make the most of what we have. Some of these homes carry Eastern minimalism to an extreme that 
clutter-prone Westerners may not be comfortable with, but there are plenty of ingenious furniture, storage, and 
planning solutions nevertheless. --Amy HandyFrom Library JournalThe Japanese have the ability to live in small 
spaces yet make them appear roomy and tranquil. Brown, a New Orleans native and Ph.D. candidate in architecture 
who has lived in Japan for more than a decade, examines their homes and lifestyles to find ideas that can be adapted to 
Western homes. This book is geared to the professional, although amateurs will find useful ideas such as closets with 
shelves in the doors, under-the-floor storage, and even a bed that retracts into the ceiling. For space-saving ideas in 
traditional Western styles, Anoop Parikh's Making the Most of Small Spaces (Rizzoli, 1994) will be more useful, but 
this book should find a place in professional and urban-area libraries.Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
"This book is an elegant jewel box of ingenious design ideas for close-packing the elements of comfortable, even 
luxurious, living." Stewart Brand"Azby Brown's book presents an attitude toward designing space that inspires 
creative solutions....He shows us ways to bring order and tranquility back into our lives." Fine Homebuilding"Small 
Spaces has some dazzling answers: most simple and colorful, all imaginative and practical. Invaluable." House Garden 


