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Mark Mayfield, Southern Accents Magazine : Southern Style  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Southern Style: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Southern StyleBy Donna Doreen UnderwoodThe book arrived 
quickly and was in good shape. I enjoy decorating books and this one had some good ideas. Regardless if a book is 
written 10-20 years ago there are still some elegant styles they used today. Quality never goes away. I enjoyed the 
book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great book on the southern design ideasBy CD CaseThis is a 
great book for relaxing with and enjoying the art of decorating. Gives ides that can be used in any home. Numerous 
photos that are well done.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy sarah gurleyNothing out of 
the ordinary. Received the book as scheduled.

This volume of interiors, illustrated with 250 colour photographs, provides the inspiration for bringing the flair, 
elegance and comfort of the American South to your home. In addition to interiors, the stately architecture, lush 
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landscapes and gardens of the region are also featured.

.com The American South has long been renowned for its hospitality and gracious living, and these qualities are 
reflected in the region's distinct interior design. Southern Style captures this easygoing yet stylish feel of Southern 
homes designed to provide comfort the family as well as entertain guests. Author Mark Mayfield and the editors of 
Southern Accents magazine have a firm grasp of the essence of Southern style and provide guidance on working the 
style into your own home; gorgeous full-color photographs provide the visual inspiration. The authors point out that 
one of the most obvious influences on the South's interiors has been the area's weather and environment. A sleeping-
porch bedroom with mosquito netting over the bed, a large verandah stretching the length of the house, a living room 
filled with floral prints echoing the lush gardens outside are all hallmarks of Southern style. Historical changes have 
also helped defined the South's present decorating style. While some Southern traditions and trends have fallen by the 
wayside--for example, the trend of having a formal living room--others, such as formal dining rooms, have abided for 
decades because of their practical nature or cultural importance. After a look at the interiors of Southern homes, 
including living, dining, and bedrooms, the book moves outside to take a look at Southern architecture and gardens. 
There's also a chapter regarding the South's efforts to preserve old architecture and interiors, as well as a listing of 
historic Southern homes and museums. A resource guide at the end of the book lists Southern interiors shops by state. 
The authors of Southern Style have done an impressive job of defining the elegant, warm design style of the South, 
one that all homeowners, not just Southerners, may want to integrate into their homes. --Kris LawAbout the 
AuthorMark Mayfield is the Managing Editor at SOUTHERN ACCENTS, a magazine focusing on the interior design, 
gardens and lifestyle of the American South. 


