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Sylvia Blanc, Alan Blanc : Stairs  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Stairs: 

11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Save your moneyBy A CustomerIf you were looking for 
inspiration, look elsewhere. This is a dry, uninspired academic study of the (yawn) history of stairs, etc. Looks like a 
basic first year arch text. Few photos. I don't need to know the basics of code. I thought from the description that I 
would get a juicy book with cutting edge stair design and details for a variety of applications. Pen and ink drawings of 
ancient ruins instead with some limited photos of some interesting installations, but hardly worth the price.

Stairs are a fundamental and universal feature of buildings. The late Alan Blanc had a lifetime's obsession with stairs 
and steps and provided a definitive reference source that bridges the aesthetic and practical aspects of staircase design. 
His wife Sylvia, who worked with him on the first edition, presents this updated, abridged version alongside a 
complimentary web site where the historical elements of the subjects are described and discussed in pictures and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0750648465


diagrams. The book is a practical guide to designing circulation spaces. It is extensively detailed with working 
drawings and photographs. Construction methods using a variety of materials are discussed as well as the influence of 
new technology on vertical circulation. The guidance on codes and regulations covers the UK and US. The latest high 
profile international case studies inspire and inform the reader.

s of the 1st edition:'Alan Blanc, without methodological nervousness, plunges in. The book is well served by numerous 
clear diagrams and plans... filled with practical realism and down-to-earth detail... a marvellous primer for every 
student.'The Architects' Journal'A worthwhile design aid. The structure is less systematic than pragmatic... an excellent 
work.'Detail'A fascinating book - not putting the book down is the best way to treat it.'The Architectural From the 
PublisherThe book is a practical guide to designing circulation spaces. It is extensively detailed with working 
drawings and photographs. Construction methods using a variety of materials are discussed as well as the influence of 
new technology on vertical circulation. The guidance on codes and regulations covers the UK and US. The latest high 
profile international case studies inspire and inform the reader.From the Back CoverStairs are a fundamental and 
universal feature of buildings. The late Alan Blanc, who had a lifetime's obsession with stairs and steps, has provided a 
definitive reference source which bridges the aesthetic and practical aspects of staircase design. The book is 
extensively detailed with working drawings and photographs. Construction methods using a variety of materials are 
discussed, as well as the influence of new technology on vertical circulation. The guidance on codes and regulations, 
covering the UK and North America is essential; the historical review and international case studies should inspire and 
give pleasure to the reader. 


