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Chris Magwood, Peter Mack : Straw Bale Building: How to plan, design and build with straw  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Straw Bale Building: How to plan, design 
and build with straw: 

42 of 42 people found the following review helpful. An unique and welcome contribution to architectural studies.By 
Midwest Book ReviewStraw Bale Building: How To Plan, Design Build With Straw is unique in that it does a great 
deal more than just tout the benefits, economies, and aesthetics of straw bale buildings. Chris Magwood and Peter 
Mack collaborate to instruct the reader in the nitty gritty, "nuts and bolts" of the actual construction techniques for 
building with straw bales. This practical, detailed, step-by-step "how to" instructional guide covers how to find and 
choose bales; developing sound building plans and budgets; roofing; electric, plumbing, and heating systems; building 
code compliance and working with building inspectors; and special concerns for builders in northern climates. From 
multi-story luxury dwellings to homes of elegant simplicity, architectural students and do-it-yourself home builders 
will find Straw Bale Building an indispensable "must" that is wonderfully enhanced throughout with photos, 
illustrations and diagrams.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kindle Customervery happy 
with book1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy ElizabethBig bad wolf ain't got nothin on this 
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book!

Straw bale buildings speak to a part of us that insists that we should be able to build our own homes with our own 
hands. We look at pictures of a bale wall being raised and immediately think: I could do that! Straw bale houses are 
easy to build, inexpensive, super energy efficient, environmentally friendly, attractive, and - most of al l - can be 
designed to match the builder's personal space needs, aesthetics, and budget. It's no wonder that straw bale houses are 
growing in popularity. Most straw bale books do a great job enticing us with beautiful photographs and "selling" the 
idea of straw-bale building - but they don't adequately address the most critical issues faced by bale house builders. In 
Straw Bale Building, professional bale builders Peter Mack and Chris Magwood lead the potential builder through the 
entire process of building a bale structure, tackling all the practical issues; from how to find and choose bales; 
developing sound building plans; costs; roofing; electrical, plumbing, and heating systems; building code compliance 
and working with building inspectors; and special concerns for builders in northern climates. For those who do not see 
their lives and their values reflected in "standard" homes, Straw Bale Building offers a wide variety of aesthetic and 
building options, from multi-storey luxury to elegant simplicity. Over 100 professionally illustrated drawings, plus bw 
photos and building plans provide an abundance of creative and practical ideas for novice and experienced builders 
alike. Down-to-earth and complete, Straw Bale Building makes the remarkable benefits of straw bale building 
available to anyone bitten by the straw bale "bug."Peter Mack and Chris Magwood are professional bale house 
builders. Together they have constructed 15 straw bale houses and structures. They teach a popular, on-going straw 
bale building workshop in Ontario, Canada.TABLE OF CONTENTSIntroduction1: Why Build With Straw?2: What 
Are Straw Bales?3: The "Red Flag" Questions4: Building Permits5: The Hotly-Debated, Often-Distorted Question of 
Cost6: Getting Focused7: Design Considerations8: The Many Styles of Bale Buildi

About the AuthorChris Magwood and Peter Mack are professional straw bale builders and consultants who have 
constructed over 40 straw bale buildings, consulting on many more. They have taught workshops and seminars across 
the continent and overseas, and are authors of one of the first straw bale how-to books, Straw Bale Building (New 
Society, Publishers, 2000) which has sold 20,000 copies. Chris Magwood has been editor of The Last Straw Journal, 
an international quarterly devoted to straw-bale building, since 2001. He is also the coauthor of Straw Bale Details. 


