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Margaret Russell : Style and Substance: The Best of Elle Decor  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Style and Substance: The Best of Elle Decor: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. TOTALLY INSPIRINGBy Robert L. PiniWHAT IS BRILLIANT 
ABOUT THIS BOOK-- THE BEST OF A SUPERB MAGAZINE -- IS NOT JUST THE BEAUTIFUL 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND INVENTIVE INTERIORS BUT RATHER THE IDEA LIVING IN A PLACE THAT CAN 
CHANGE YOUR PERCEPTIONS ABOUT HOW WE USE OUR PERSONAL SPACES."STYLE AND 
SUBSTANCE" HELPED ME DECONSTRUCT THE BEAUTY OF SPACE AND MY CONNECTION TO 
IT.BENEATH THE GLORIOUS BEAUTY OF THE BOOK, THERE ARE DEEP IDEAS THAT TAP INTO HOW 
ALL US HUMANS NEED A COMFORT SPACE -- INSTEAD OF CRAWLING INTO BED, PAINT THE ROOM 
AND BUY A RUG -- IT TRULY CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE -- BE BOLDBRAVO MARGARET RUSSELL --5 of 
5 people found the following review helpful. a very comprehensive bookBy SeaI own and review many interior design 
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books, and this one by far is the most comprehensive I've seen in terms of different styles. Whether you're into 
modern, traditional, country, apartment-living, you'll be able to find something inspirational in this book. And if you 
haven't discovered your style yet, this book will serve as a wonderful guide. I've given copies of this book to friends 
who are about to buy properties or renovate their homes.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Not SO 
CHIC, but great!By Charles F. Allen Jr.As an ardent fan of SO CHIC for its depiction of private lives and private 
homes, I ordered STYLE AND SUBSTANCE (kind of) expecting more of the same. The book is a delight to the 
senses and the interiors are elegantly charming and beautiful. I realize that the homes shown in it are ones previously 
featured in ELLE DECOR, but I was hoping for more of the details of the decorating and just a little more 
biographical info. These are not intended to be disparaging remarks; instead, they are personal opinion. It is an elegant 
book that I have now begun reading for the second time since I got it just about a month ago. Ms Russell has done a 
marvelous job in the editing. You'll once again be inspired, intrigued, and feel glee in peeking into the beautiful private 
worlds of some very elegant, charming people.

Style and Substance: The Best of ELLE DECOR offers a unique, closer look at hundreds of dazzling rooms the 
magazine has published during its first two decades. The book provides an intimate view inside breathtaking homes 
from around the world with 240 pages of striking images culled from the archives of ELLE DECOR - America's most 
elegant interiors magazine. A lush compendium of inspiring spaces, Style and Substance is your room-by-room guide 
to living well. Showcasing points of view that range from classic to cutting-edge, the book focuses on inviting, 
personality-packed decorating and how to do it yourself. With ravishing photos and smart how-to advice from the 
magazine's coterie of tastemakers and design experts, it features page after page of fabulous yet functional interiors 
that prove luxury needn't be pricey and affordable design can surely be chic. - A-list designers, architects, and 
tastemakers reveal helpful trade secrets and essential inside information- User-friendly Style Guide boxes deliver 
experts' how-to advice and inspiring decorating ideas for every room- ELLE DECOR's Sourcebook provides a compre-
hensive list of the magazine's favorite shops and websites for everything you need to furnish your home, all in a wide 
range of price points.

About the AuthorFor 20 years, Margaret Russell has infused ELLE DECOR with a singular sense of sophistication 
while helping to preserve its mission to inspire those passionate about interiors with the best in decoration, 
architecture, and product design. In 2000, she was promoted to editor in chief of the magazine she helped found. 
ELLE DECOR is now the largest of 25 ELLE DECO editions published around the world.A graduate of Brown 
University, Russell began her career at Glamour. Her first book, Designing Women: Interiors by Leading Style 
Makers, was published by Stewart, Tabori Chang in 2001, and So Chic: Glamorous Lives, Stylish Spaces was released 
by Filipacchi Publishing in 2007; she also appeared as a featured judge on both seasons of Bravo's Top Design. 
Russell was named a vice president of Hachette Filipacchi Media in 2003. 


