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Martyn Rix : Subtropical and Dry Climate Plants: The Definitive Practical Guide  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Subtropical and Dry Climate Plants: The Definitive 
Practical Guide: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Very good resourceBy MDLGTOFantastic book--Rix begins the 
book by summarizing the various subtropical climates and their characteristics. He then lists plants according to a 
logic that is not hard to follow (e.g. succulents, trees of the fabacae, cool climate orchids, etc). He notes the 
climatalogical preferences of the plants (e.g. warm wet summer, dry cool winter)--which is very helpful, as well as 
water and USDA zones (this could be more specific).He includes some not too obvious genera / species and peppers 
the book with lusciuos photographs.For me the merits of the book are: a. its discussion of different sub-tropical 
climates b. its inclusion of less-than-garden variety / "exotic" species c. its beautiful photography.The downside is that 
not more species / cultivars are included--but this is something remedied by a more quotidian companion book (e.g. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0013JFCFA


sunset western garden book).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Another winner from RixBy ChrisGreat 
information in an easy to use format. This is a good reference for Southern California, or similar locations, with great 
photos. I have other books by this author and they are all good.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 
must have for HawaiiBy Investors FriendWhile there are a number of books written for landscaping and gardening in 
Hawaii for the most part they cover the normal varieties that are seen in every Hawaii garden. This book opens one's 
eyes to other possibilities, the illustrations are excellent with many pictures of whole bushes, whole flowers with 
stems, etc. as opposed to close up shots seen in some other books making it hard to decide how they will look in ones 
garden.Soil types, temperature needs, etc. are noted where necessary, a great help. Drought resistance and wind 
resistance is also well noted, a must have in Hawaii with our drying trade winds averaging 16 mph.All in all the best 
book I have seen, so far, for choosing the right plants and their location placement, shade, sun, wet, dry areas, etc. for 
Hawaii.I wished I had bought it at as I paid full price for this beautifully illustrated book on impulse at a local store, 
dumb of me. Normally I always check on my phone's internet. At 's price the book is a bargain for the Hawaii or 
Mediterranean gardenerFor once the wording "The Definitive Practical Guide" is absolutely correct.One word of 
caution get your soils tested at the University of Hawaii - Agricultural Extension Lab, about $10, and then amend your 
soil before you plant anything. Hawaii has many different soil types and even the clay baked ones on the mountains 
can grow beautiful gardens if amended properly, if you do not do this you will go through a number of expensive plant 
purchases. Additionally add a sprinkler system, watering infrequently but heavily for lawns, and as necessary for 
plants, roses (even the Rose of Maui -Rosa "Archduke Charles") needs daily or every day other watering, unless of 
course you live in a rain forest.

Climate change, the need to conserve water, the desire for more exotic and dramatic plants-all of these are prompting 
gardeners to seek out interesting new plants that thrive in subtropical or dry climates and microclimates. This book 
offers expert guidance and sensible advice on a wide range of plants-native to California, Florida, Australasia, South 
America, South Africa, Turkey, and the Mediterranean region-that can be successfully cultivated in many regions of 
North America and Europe. A general introduction offers advice on choosing and designing with these plants, with 
particular emphasis on hardiness and overwintering in cooler climates. An A-Z plant directory profiles over 1000 
plants, and there are useful lists of plants for different situations.

From the PublisherClimate change, the need to conserve water, and the desire for more exotic and dramatic plantsall 
of these are prompting gardeners to seek out new plants that thrive in subtropical or dry climates. This book offers 
expert guidance and advice on tropical and dry climate plants that can be cultivated in North America and 
Europe.About the AuthorMartyn Rix has travelled widely around the world, collecting and photographing plants, and 
has been involved with designing and planting gardens in California, Bermuda, the Virgin Islands, Turkey, France, 
and Italy. He has worked for the Royal Horticultural Society at their Wisley headquarters, and co-authored many 
books with Roger Philips, including The Botanical Garden (vols 1 and 2), Indoor and Greenhouse Plants, Shrubs (the 
"Garden Plant" series), The Random House book of Herbs for Cooking, Ultimate Guide to Roses, and Perennials (vols 
1 and 2). At present Maryn is working at the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew as editor of Curtis's Botanical Magazine. 


