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Felix G. Rivera : Suiseki: The Japanese Art of Miniature Landscape Stones  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Suiseki: The Japanese Art of Miniature Landscape Stones: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Japanese viewing stones, what they are, how to enjoy them moreBy 
Jonatha Ann JohnsonFor those of you who enjoy the artisty of Bonsai, Japanese art prints, and Zen gardens, then your 
next step should be Suiseki. Beautiful stones that appear as little landscapes, how to cut and polish them for maximum 
effect. Using plants or oriental stands, or garden settings to accentuate their beauty. For professional decorators, 
students, or folks who enjoy staying home, this is a GREAT book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
great book on a wonderful artBy HelenThis book is so well illustrated, with many examples of gorgeous stones and 
also a wealth of information. Really worthwhile if you're interested in this fascinating subject.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. dissapointingBy Jason MOk, let's be fair here. I don't think you'll find a more comprehensive 
book on the subject in English when it comes to writing on Suiseki.That said, for a book that is essentially about 
aesthetics, the font and cover photo should have put up red flags. The photos in this book are poor, and few. On the 
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rare occasion that a page has a picture, it's a low quality black and white shot. Their actually seems to be more charts 
and graphs than photos of stones. Had this book not been over $100 that would be fine. Also, having lived in Asia 
myself for over 5 years, I feel very let down by the stones that were chosen as examples, with a few exceptions.Suiseki 
has a long, rich history and this book does a good job breaking it down into an intellectual analysis, but falls short of 
many lower quality Suiseki books when it comes to visual appeal. In short, it looks cheap, and is a tiny paper back. 
Had it been priced as the well written $25 field guide that it is, I may have rated it much higher. As it stands though, 
I'm offended that such a well respected author could have printed such an over priced visual turd.

Suiseki are stones and minerals that have naturally weathered into forms suggestive of mountains, islands, waterfalls, 
people and animals. These highly decorated stones are also sophisticated tools for inner reflection. The Japanese have 
gathered suiseki for centuries, but the art has only recently become popular in the West in the last decade. This text 
provides both a general introduction to the art and a source of detailed information for enthusiasts. It emphasizes 
strategies for collecting quality specimens and includes information on geology, aesthetic appraisal, and lists of sites, 
organizations and resources around the world.

"An essential buy for the Suiseki enthusiast....a superb presentation of the subject." -Joe Davies, President, British 
Suiseki Society -- Joe Davies, President, British Suiseki Society"An essential buy for the Suiseki enthusiast....a superb 
presentation of the subject." -Joe Davies, President, British Suiseki Society -- 


