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Sunset Magazine, Cliff May : Sunset Western Ranch Houses  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Sunset Western Ranch Houses: 

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Historic Approach on Ranch-Style HousesBy H. D. EspinosaThis 
book basically covers how the ranch-style house came to be, the main features of it and how to recognize one in front 
of you. For those who are interested in knowing the historical and/or the architectural details involving this type of 
dwelling, plus some decoration and landscaping ideas, this should be an interesting reading, but don't expect to see too 
many house plan suggestions for building your own ranch-style home, because you simply won't find it; just some few 
examples to provide the reader an idea.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Book is better than 
expectedBy Gaylenethe dust jacket book was described as 'GOOD' condition by the Goodwill when it actually should 
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have been described as 'EXCELLENT'. It is in outstanding condition for a 1946 book. It is exactly what I was looking 
for.

During California's post-World War boom Sunset Magazine was a user's manual for the good life. The setting for this 
new life was the ranch house, and Sunset published some of the most interesting developments in this genre, the works 
of Cliff May. In 1946, Sunset published the first edition of Sunset Western Ranch Houses, and the book became a best-
seller. This first edition has been unavailable for many years. It is a fascinating study of the roots of the ranch style, 
and it is also a compendium of ideas for today's home builders. The book is illustrated with evocative and useful 
drawings, two-color plans and photographs.


