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NorrisBrock Johnson : Tenryu-ji: Lifeand Spirit of a Kyoto Garden before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tenryu-ji: Life and Spirit of a Kyoto Garden:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A poetically written, evocative story of a Zen Buddhist gardenBy
Carol AnnThisisn't a picture book of a Japanese garden; this book is a moving and evocative story that transports you
to the temple and offers the reader a chance to feel, smell, sense, and experience the life of the a Japanese Zen garden.
Tenryu-Ji tells the story of the temple, while simultaneously explaining the significance of the design within the social
and historic context. The book is one of akind and a moving, spiritual experience. Do yourself afavor and read the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1611720044

book-- you won't regret it.4 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A Garden Pictoria in Black and
White??By RAND H.Why would anyone ever consider publishing a garden book in black and white? | liked the sound
of the subject matter but all the preview pictures are in black and white! Forget it.

Thisillustrated study of Tenryuiji, ranked number one among the five great Zen temples of Kyoto and a major
destination for tourism and worship, weaves together history, design, culture, and personal reflection to reveal the
inner workings of agreat spiritual institution. Looking at Tenryuji's present asamirror to its past, and detailing the
famous pond and rockwork composition by renowned designer Muso Soseki, Norris Brock Johnson presents the first
full-length "biography" of a Zen temple garden.Norris Brock Johnson is a professor of anthropology at the University
of North Carolinain Chapel Hill and has been teaching and writing about Japanese temple gardens for over twenty
years.

"Whether you experience Tenryu-ji in person or through the pages of this book, you will learn to understand the
enduring appeal of Japanese gardens and will take away alot more than photographic images and quickly fading
memories. Y ou will have a connection with the garden that will stay with you until your next visit- or your first." - The
New York Journal of Books'[Norris Brock Johnson is] the perfect guide, describing Tenryu-ji with intellectual
conciseness and tenderness, for a site that has clearly come to represent more than just a sacred garden." The Japan
Times



