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Ray Ordorica : The Alaskan Retreater's Notebook: One Man's Journey into the Alaskan Wilderness  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Alaskan Retreater's 
Notebook: One Man's Journey into the Alaskan Wilderness: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Real Life AdventureBy James J. GouldI've know Ray for better than 
50 years. This book is just one chapter in his exciting life as author, editor, firearms expert, musician, traveler,pilot, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1634502477


electronics technician, and good friend. He has done things we ordinary people can only dream about. Well worth 
reading.Jim Gould, Ann Arbor, MI.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy bobjVery 
interesting story about a strange and lonely, but voluntary, lifestyle.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Wow! Read it then read it again.By john w millingtonGreat read. Realistic observations without the melodramatic BS 
( You know 'THERE I WAS WITH A BIG GRIZZLY CHARGING FROM MY RIGHT AND A MOOSE 
CHARGING FROM MY LEFT) . His very realistic battles to keep his stove burning. that is no less deadly. The 
compassion of the others there; Warm you, feed you , advise you, send you on your way His use of space was 
educational to me. I continue to fill the space around me 'til there are pathways left. I will loan it to a friend who wants 
to go. and get it back so I can read it again. It points out Alaska is not for the faint of heart or the stupid.

In the fall of 1978 Ray Ordorica packed everything he thought he would need into his Toyota LandCruiser and drove 
north to Alaska. He came to a land he had never seen, to find something he wasn't even sure existed: a wilderness 
cabin he could use for a year or more to live, think, relax, read, and write. Ordorica found his cabin, fixed it up, and, 
although it was just an un-insulated 12- by 16-foot one-room log structure, he spent three winters in it in relative 
comfort.Ordoricas life in that cabin fulfilled a dream he had had for more than ten years. During his long winters in 
Alaska, it occurred to him that there must be many others who have put off an extended wilderness visit to out of 
ignorance or fear. They have as many questions about Alaska as he had before he arrived: How do you cope with 40 
below? How do you get water? Is it totally dark in mid-winter? These questions and many more gave Ordorica the 
idea to write the Alaskan Retreaters Notebook, an epic memoir about one mans journey into the Alaskan wilderness. 
With his wisdom, you will learn how to live with the country, and not against it.

Dedicated fans of Alaska reality-television shows will enjoy this look at real life in the forty-ninth state. --Booklist 


