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Steven W. Semes : The Architecture of the Classical Interior (Classical America Series in Art and Architecture) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Architecture of the 
Classical Interior (Classical America Series in Art and Architecture): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent new work on classical architectureBy ThayerThis is an 
excellent book, based on the author's lifetime of study, teaching and practice in classical architecture distilled into a 
thorough yet accessible work that is equally applicable to professionals and interested readers alike. I heard Steven 
Semes give a lecture on this book; the audience was engaged by his methodology that gives us a vocabulary and an 
ordered approach for understanding classical space and volume. Semes suggests, for instance, that the architects of 
classical buildings envisioned the void of space as a tangible solid, and that we should look at interior space from that 
same viewpoint. This book will expand your understanding of the originating principles of classical space. Highly 
recommended!Thayer Hopkins, Architect0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy seth 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393730751


kelleygreat

The principles of classical architecture applied to the design of interiors, both residential and public. A practicing 
architect shows how the elements that constitute the classical interior-wall and ceiling treatments, doors and windows, 
fireplaces, and stairs-can be composed into rooms satisfying both aesthetic and practical criteria. Historic and 
contemporary examples illustrate both generic and specific solutions for designers working in the classical tradition 
today. 25 color, 150 bw photographs

[A] seminal book and will most certainly serve as a springboard to even greater vigor in the growth of the knowledge 
and practice of traditional architecture, both from the standpoint of sheer volume and from the more significant 
standpoint of quality. - D.V. Marcantonio, American Arts QuarterlyA practicing architect shows how the elements that 
constitute the classical interior can be composed into rooms satisfying both aesthetic and practical criteria. - New 
England Antiques JournalComprehensive and crystal clear. - New Urban NewsExploring the rich array of expressions, 
styles, materials and treatments that have come to define classical interiors, this book reveals an architectural model 
that is not limited in its artistic possibilities but rather free to assume any numbers of its identities. Each chapter is 
dedicated to a particular principle of the classical interior exploring themes that have shaped it throughout history. 
Illustrated with photographs, original drawings and plans of historic interiors, uncovering a rich language unique to 
classical design. - Period HouseAbout the AuthorSteven W. Semes is Associate Professor at the University of Notre 
Dame School of Architecture and Academic Director of its Rome Studies Program. A practicing architect for over 
thirty years, he has designed a wide variety of projects for preservation and new construction throughout the United 
States. He is also the author of The Architecture of the Classical Interior (Norton) and a contributor to The Elements of 
Classical Architecture (Norton). His essays and reviews have appeared in the National Trust Forum Journal, 
Traditional Building, Period Homes, and American Arts Quarterly. He is a Fellow Emeritus of the Institute of 
Classical Architecture Classical America. 


