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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. I personally like the way the book is writtenBy Mario BrownI 
personally like the way the book is written, and the information within. Lawrence sounds to be a shoot-from-the-hip 
good ol' boy, but the information is clear and concise with a dash of humor. Sure, there are going to be things in here 
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that every handyman knows, I feel like the average millenial gen. consumer could benefit way more than someone 
who grew up fixing things. There is some China-bashing, but not in the sense that he ever questions the character of a 
person from China, just the truth that as a country on average the trend is to put out massive amounts of lower-quality 
products that will break under normal wear and tear with the expectation being that the consumer will just go ahead 
and buy another one. He doesn't call them names, he just doesn't pick up what they're laying down. I grew up around 
tools but never really took the time to learn about them and I've read a ton of things so far that I didn't know. If you're 
a pro then by all means save your money but like I say I think the average person my age (25-30) would fail a test 
written using this book as a reference. The fact that the pictures are in black and white doesn't bother me, hell most of 
the pictures are of metal objects, they're a shiny silver color, use your imagination, it's a twelve dollar book. You can 
scoff at tips such as "Household electrical current can kill you", but 30,000 people a year find out the hard way. 
Somebody needs to say it. So I'm enjoying expanding my knowledge with this book. Would I put it on my coffee 
table? No, but why would I have people over for coffee and then leave them long enough to have them read a book?2 
of 2 people found the following review helpful. Must have for new engineers, maintenance mechanics, and anyone 
else who has to fix things.By Thomas MaloneyThis book is brilliant. This book truly is about the "art" of fixing things. 
While it probably doesn't offer the technical details most who gave it negative reviews were looking for, it does 
provide a wealth of hard won practical knowledge the author has gained over a lifetime of fixing things.I've worked as 
a product design engineer, industrial engineer, manufacturing engineer, maintenance engineer, engineering manager, 
maintenance manager, plant manager, and general manager in companies of all sizes. I've hired a lot of engineers 
straight out of college and maintenance mechanics fresh from trade schools, and this is now one of the books that I 
give to them or recommend that they read. It covers a lot of the little things - and big things - that are usually only 
learned on the job and can save a lot of time and embarrassment for those who read this book. Will it teach you 
everything you need to know to fix something? No, it won't, and I don't know of one book that will. But it will 
regularly help you get the job done better and faster. And if you work in industry and have a problem with the author's 
down to earth, conversational style, you're going to have a hard time relating to a lot of good, knowledgable people on 
the shop floor.If you're into the DIY or Maker movements, I highly recommend this book. You may never have access 
to someone with the author's level of practical knowledge of how to just get things done.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. I almost think a book like this needs to be massive in size and scope ...By CustomerIt was 
OK. I expected some more tips that were directly applicable to my life. I keep hoping the need to fix something that is 
in the book would come up, but I have had it for 3 years and have yet to reference it. I almost think a book like this 
needs to be massive in size and scope and cost 5x as much so it is guaranteed to be used. I would prefer an almanac of 
fixing thing instead a small guide.

This is the book you MUST READ before you read any other 'how-to' guide to repairing cars, household appliances, 
garden machines, and farm equipment, or doing home improvements. It is a resource for smart people who have never 
had the opportunity to learn the basics of tool use, maintenance and repairs. It contains useful information not found in 
any other publication, and is the first new book in many years on this subject. Written by the third generation, in a 
family of self reliant do-it-yourself people, many of these 150 Tips and Tricks come to you from a time when we 
repaired our possessions, rather than throwing them away. For the complete beginner, and the more experienced home 
repairer, it contains 185 crisp black and white photo illustrations, direct, and simple explanations, and easy to follow 
directions, for doing repairs, and making things last longer. The information presented in this book will give you the 
courage, and information, to tackle simple and complex repairs.

"A Terrific BookWe found a pretty good book.The... cover boasts oftips on home repair, car maintenance, appliance 
repair... It's all true. ... photographs simplify the understanding of each tip....when we finished reading it we wanted 
more tips.""On the House" ( California home improvement show) October 23, 2011"...document to your inquisitive 
youngsters why you do certain things certain ways." ...mentions two of my favorite tools -- heat and the vice 
grip....The farm handyman will wonder if the book contains a section on... bailing wire. It does, in tip 136." 
FarmProgress.com Publishers of 18 farm magazines in the U.S. November 2011. 


