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Maurice Barkley : The Best Tree House Ever: How to Build a Backyard Tree House the Whole World Will 
Talk About  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Best 
Tree House Ever: How to Build a Backyard Tree House the Whole World Will Talk About: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent tips for treehouse building, and special effects from 
castoffsBy Jerrie BrockThis is an excellent book for ideas. Mr Barkley, like me, seems to find creative uses for all the 
'stuff' we save that everyone teases us about. Yet to see how he incorporates them into the final product and how 
beautiful they turn out, no longer makes me feel guilty about saving 'junk'. The other part that makes it truly five stars 
are the simple and direct instructions he gives for others to be able to create their tree top wonderland. Little things, 
about bracing, using ropes, balancing, etc. are explained well, and would be easy to adapt to various uses and just 
about any type of tree. While I might not get the entire treehouse up, I am definitely going to have a couple of bridges 
from one to another so the kids can at least explore from up above. This is a great idea book, a great tool for getting 
ideas for a whole host of projects, and best of all, a really interesting and fun read. His gentle humor makes it fun 
whether you ever actually build something or just want to enjoy a good book.2 of 2 people found the following review 
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helpful. superficialBy CustomerToo simplistic and superficial and chatty. Disappointing, light-weight. Not what I 
expected from description. Really wish I had researcher this book better.Feel let down..4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Ok butBy LHRlots of pictures an ideas, but not much building help

When his two young grandsons clamored for a hideout in the trees, what could Maurice Barkley, a sixty-something 
retiree, do but grab some wooden beams and a level? Now, more than ten years, seven tiny houses, and a spiral 
staircase later, Barkleys grandkids can truly say they have the best tree house ever. With a backyard that has become a 
tourist destination and the delighted cries of children playing pretend sounding in his ears, Barkley shares his pro 
building tips, floor plans, and how-tos in an easy-to-use guide anyone with a hankering for nature and a set of basic 
carpenters tools can follow.The Best Tree House Ever records the creation and growth of a child-sized village built 
high above the ground and documents the wonderful, unexpected consequencesthe visitors, the excitement, and the 
hundreds of friendships madethat occurred along the way. Filled with plans and construction details of Barkleys entire 
tree house village, The Best Tree House Ever leads adventurers of every age to explore the magical worlds hidden 
amongst the foliage.

About the AuthorMaurice Barkleylives with his wife Marie in a suburb of Rochester. He is retired from a career as a 
commercial artist and has spent the last decade building tree houses for his grandchildren. 


