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Garden Way : The Big Book of Gardening Skills  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Big Book of Gardening Skills: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Joyce Bennettexactly what I was looking for !0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Bought as a giftBy Bonnie Emmert`I bought this as a gift for my neighbor 
who is a serious gardener. She LOVES it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy David 
CavinessAwesome book covers all basics and helps get you started with gardening

For beginners advanced gardeners, this comprehensive, generously illustrated volume is the complete guide to 
growing flowers, fruits, herbs, vegetables, lawns, shrubs. Clearly organized by topic with added charts, tables, over 
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450 illustrations to help you plan, plant, maintain beautiful, healthy, productive gardens, this book can be read from 
cover to cover or by topics. You can learn the masters' tips techniques for just about anything that needs doing in the 
garden, including: garden basics; info. for large or small gardens; plant selection info.; specialty garden hints; safe 
organic growing methods; illustrated pest disease guide; garden equipment guide.

From Publishers WeeklyOne should be wary of books that claim to hold all the information the reader needs to know, 
no matter what the subject. This Big Book , though certainly useful, also helps to reinforce that hunch. Geared to the 
beginner, it wastes few pages in getting down to business--the first chapter describes planting methods for vegetables, 
from wide rows to trellises. Subsequent chapters are just as down-to-earth, and are focused on food production. 
Readers interested in flowers, fruits or landscaping will have to wait until they're well past the midpoint to get what 
they want. Brief initial rundowns of the contents of each chapter are useful, as are sidebars farther on: a guide to side-
dressing vegetables, a list of long-blooming perennials and an extensive chart on container vegetables. The guide to 
insects, on the other hand, would have been more useful if photographs, rather than drawings, had been included, even 
though the information given is extensive. The same could be said for the discussion of garden diseases. In the end, 
this book tries to cover too much ground, giving some subjects short shrift. While a good introduction, it is not quite 
comprehensive enough. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalReading this book is a 
bit like having a chat over the back fence with a master gardener. Not a comprehensive garden guide, it aims to 
provide tips and tricks for gardeners of all interests and skill levels. Organized in major sections are magazine-like 
articles on such topics as tomatoes (to stake or not), green manures, and how to build a cold frame. Material ranges 
from the very basic (container gardening) to the more esoteric (soil solarization to kill insects and diseases). The 
volume is rounded off with lists of suppliers and associations. This nonthreatening source of information for the 
novice gardener will probably provide some nuggets of information for more experienced gardeners as well. For 
popular gardening collections.- Molly Newling, Piscataway P.L., N.J.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
One should be wary of books that claim to hold all the information the reader needs to know, no matter what the 
subject. This Big Book , though certainly useful, also helps to reinforce that hunch. Geared to the beginner, it wastes 
few pages in getting down to business--the first chapter describes planting methods for vegetables, from wide rows to 
trellises. Subsequent chapters are just as down-to-earth, and are focused on food production. Readers interested in 
flowers, fruits or landscaping will have to wait until they're well past the midpoint to get what they want. Brief initial 
rundowns of the contents of each chapter are useful, as are sidebars farther on: a guide to side-dressing vegetables, a 
list of long-blooming perennials and an extensive chart on container vegetables. The guide to insects, on the other 
hand, would have been more useful if photographs, rather than drawings, had been included, even though the 
information given is extensive. The same could be said for the discussion of garden diseases. In the end, this book tries 
to cover too much ground, giving some subjects short shrift. While a good introduction, it is not quite comprehensive 
enough. --Publisher's WeeklyReading this book is a bit like having a chat over the back fence with a master gardener. 
Not a comprehensive garden guide, it aims to provide tips and tricks for gardeners of all interests and skill levels. 
Organized in major sections are magazine-like articles on such topics as tomatoes (to stake or not), green manures, and 
how to build a cold frame. Material ranges from the very basic (container gardening) to the more esoteric (soil 
solarization to kill insects and diseases). The volume is rounded off with lists of suppliers and associations. This 
nonthreatening source of information for the novice gardener will probably provide some nuggets of information for 
more experienced gardeners as well. For popular gardening collections. -- Molly Newling, Piscataway P.L., N.J. --
Library Journal 


