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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love this bookBy CustomerLove this book. One of my favorites. If 
you are interested in the history of botany and plant trading between Britain and the American colonies, this is for you! 
Excellent research and writing. Fascinating characters and their interrelationships. Everyone raves about her Humboldt 
book but I liked this better due to the subject and the many personalities.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Mother Gardener, perhapsBy D. JohnsonDo you know why William Bligh's tomb is in the National Museum 
of Garden History, a few steps from Gertrude Jekyl's boots? Do you know how and why "English" gardens differ from 
"French" gardens? Probably not.Gardening and Botanical History are the nominal subjects of this book, but the heart 
of it is one of the great adventures of all time, the first voyage of Cook's HMS Endeavour and it's scientific mission(s). 
It ranks with the Lewis and Clark expedition or those of Ernest Shackleton in and around Antarctica, in the sweep of 
the story and importance of the results.If you've read "South" by Ernest Shackleton or "Undaunted Courage" by 
Stephen Ambrose, you should be prepared for Wulf's presentation of Joseph Banks' around the world quest for 
scientific knowledge aboard Cook's ship on its way to observe the Transit of Venus, about which Wulf has written 
another book.Wulf lets the facts speak for themselves and provides many references to source material, much of it 
online, that will give you hours if not months of adventure of your own.This book is about a more that one huge 
subject, handled with respect by a very competent scholar. It is about the revolution, if not the invention of gardening, 
about the invention of Taxonomy, about the seeds of Darwin's studies of evolution, planted by his grandfather. It's 
about the incredible importance of the Royal Society and some of its Fellows. It's about much more, especially if you 
are American or English. Any one of these sub-plots has been the subject of many college courses, but this book is 
definitely not a dry academic text.One of the most important subjects of "The Brother Gardeners" is, indirectly, 18th 
century American Colonial History. The continuous close relationship between John Bartram and his English 
"Brothers" when America was about to launch the War of Independence reminds us of how close the colonies were to 
the English and how badly the English government misread and lost their richest and closest allies.Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Jefferson and a few other people you may have heard of are also important to this first part of "Brother 
Gardeners". So much so that Wulf has written a second book about some of the "Founding Gardeners".The Kindle 
Edition may not be for the serious student of Gardening or History. Access to the footnotes is excellent by touch. The 
footnotes are not distracting and are terse and well done. But if you want to read the extensive bibliography you risk 
getting lost. And the glossary is almost unreadable since it is in an extremely small typeface and not expandable.Read 
this book once to learn about the "Brothers". Read it again with a computer handy for the original Notes of Captain 
Cook and Joseph Banks and others, and above all for the original botanical illustrations from various people 
mentioned in the text. If you are a biologist and think you know Linnaeus, this book and the online primary source 
material may revise or amplify you view.This reviewer is an old biologist with more than a year in Antarctica and 
another in England and some its gardens and I learned something from Andrea Wulf on almost every page of this 
innocent looking book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Unique and delightful window into the 
infancy of the modern gardening worldBy S. MooreWhat a charming book! I loved the botanical details, but most of 
all I loved learning about the friendships and little squabbles between these fascinating 18th century gentlemen on 
both sides of the Atlantic. What fun to discover that Linnaeus was a bit of a pill, that Tahiti was a young man's dream 
destination (until they messed in their kit), and that the sometimes haughty Englishmen came to appreciate the 
expertise of their American counterparts. When I first began the book, I thought the writing came across like a 
doctoral thesis, but then I came to appreciate the author's careful scholarship and revelation of humble details that truly 
brought these men to life. Thank you, Ms. Wulf!

From the bestselling author of The Invention of Nature, a fascinating look at the men who made Britain teh center of 
the botanical world.Bringing to life the science and adventure of eighteenth-century plant collecting, The Brother 
Gardeners is the story of how six men created the modern garden and changed the horticultural world in the process. It 
is a story of a garden revolution that began in America. In 1733, colonial farmer John Bartram shipped two boxes of 
precious American plants and seeds to Peter Collinson in London. Around these men formed the nucleus of a botany 
movement, which included famous Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus; Philip Miller, bestselling author of The Gardeners 
Dictionary; and Joseph Banks and David Solander, two botanist explorers, who scoured the globe for plant life aboard 
Captain Cooks Endeavor. As they cultivated exotic blooms from around the world, they helped make Britain an 
epicenter of horticultural and botanical expertise. The Brother Gardeners paints a vivid portrait of an emerging world 
of knowledge and gardening as we know it today.

From Publishers WeeklyWulf, a German-born journalist, wonderfully conveys the allure and cultural importance of 
the garden. Spanning nearly 100 years and several continents, Wulf begins her cultural investigation with the creation 
of the first manmade hybrid by devout Christian gardener Thomas Fairchild, who spent the rest of his life racked with 
guilt for the blasphemous act. She also introduces egomaniacal Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus, who scandalized 
British society with his sexual system of classification; his book was banned by the Vatican. There is New World 
farmer John Bartram, who braved storms and steep mountains to discover new plants and send them back to his 



customers in England, hungry for exotic vegetation from America. As Wulf fills her readily accessible book with 
adventures aboard Captain Cook's ship, petty rivalries and outsized personalities, she provides an entertaining account 
of kooky botanists traveling the world and explores how gardening neutralized class lines, how horticulture and botany 
brought wealth and power, and how the English garden had a profound impact on modern landscape gardening, 
elevating the humble pursuit into the highest art. (Apr.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From The New YorkerIn Wulfs engaging account, the origin of the English country 
garden appears as a matter of friendship as much as of flowersa collaborative effort between two men and two 
countries. In 1733, a humble American farmer, John Bartram, sent seeds of plants native to the American colonies to a 
London cloth merchant, Peter Collinson, who went on to lead a dedicated group of British enthusiasts in introducing 
American species to Britain. Previously, English gardens had been dominated by turf, topiary, and strict geometric 
rules; the arrival of new plants well suited to the climate transformed them into places of movement and color, and a 
source of immense national pride. That such a quintessentially English obsession should have its roots in foreign soil 
is an irony not lost on Wulf, a design historian who grew up in Germany. Copyright 2008 Click here to subscribe to 
The New YorkerFrom BooklistIt is impossible today to stroll through a garden center or read a seed catalog without 
feeling the influence of six eighteenth-century men whose unbridled enthusiasm for the natural world revolutionized 
the way people would forever after relate to plants and gardening. In one of those mind-boggling cosmic confluences 
of people, place, and time, Joseph Banks, John Bartram, Peter Collinson, Carl Linnaeus, Philip Miller, and Daniel 
Solander were independently pursuing individual passions for new garden plants and botanical knowledge, a mutual 
obsession that eventually brought them into contact with each other. As Bartram and Collinson traded plant material 
between America and England, Banks and Solander discovered new species in the unexplored South Pacific, while 
Linnaeus and Miller established methods of identifying and cataloging the world's botanical riches. With the deft 
insight of a seasoned biographer, Wulf illuminates their singular and combined efforts in a dazzling narrative that 
reveals the personal appreciation and professional animosity that fueled this halcyon period in horticultural history. --
Carol Haggas 


