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Including Heirloom Tomatoes Revised 2nd Edition (Back to Basics): 

25 of 27 people found the following review helpful. Much MissingBy AusieThe most surprising omission in this book 
is that related to fruit yield, quality and disorders even though these are primary concerns for both the commercial 
grower and home gardener. The most vexing fruit disorder is blossom-end rot, followed by misshapen fruit and low 
fruit yield and quality, subjects not at all addressed in this book. The discussion on "pruning" was difficult to follow, 
with vague instructions as to what and how to prune. The removal of plant leaves would have a significant negative 
effect on fruit yield. For indeterminate varieties, the removal of axial suckers is absolutely essential as they will 
develop into another fruiting stem, thereby reducing fruit size of fruit already set on fruiting clusters on the main stem 
as well as delay their ripening. Vegetative stems on flower clusters should also be removed. Another important task is 
to cluster prune, removing slow developing fruit, or fruit that are not normal in appearance when first observed. Fruit 
pruning is practiced in order to maintain high fruit quality and to standardize fruit size. Leaving slow developing fruit 
on a fruit cluster will reduce fruit set and delay fruit sizing as well as slowing ripening of fruit on other fruit clusters. 
Only one page was given to fertilization of the tomato plant, yet plant nutrition affects plant growth and fruit yield, 
with both excessive and insufficient nutritional conditions that will led to low yield and poor fruit quality. Excessive 
fertilization is not uncommon that promotes vegetative growth that, in turn, reduces both fruit set and fruit quality, as 
for example, the occurrence of blossom-end rot that has a significant nutritional aspect. Hydroponics is the most 
common greenhouse growing method, a subject that is not at all mentioned in the text. This book is not a "complete 
guide," as these omissions require the reader to look to other sources for guidance in growing tomatoes.4 of 4 people 
found the following review helpful. Not super helpfulBy Jesse MiglioriThe book is too cursery, very broad and written 
for the beginner. Nothing in depth about pruning, water, soil, how to get really beautifu tomatoes or how to combat 
typical problems. This would be appropriate for an intro to gardening class. If you have specific questions this is book 
will not help nor is it the book for you.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Practical and Easy to UseBy 
MartyOBXGot this for my gardener (aka companion) who actually used it! and raised a bumper crop of tomatoes this 
season (Summer 2012), and we got our last tomatoes in January 2013, and would have had more if not for a frost! 
And, yes, whatever the book said to do, these were some of the best tasting tomatoes we have grown. Can't wait for 
April to start again.

In this newly updated guide, you will learn the fundamental aspects of all tomato plants that have helped growers 
around the world create the largest tomatoes. Topics include: The basics of composting and fertilization and what each 
tomato plant benefits best from How to select your garden location How to start your new tomato plants from seed 
What kinds of support systems are best for each kind of tomato plant, including the kinds of watering, cages, and nets. 

About the AuthorCherie Everhart grew up watching her dad garden and eventually started gardening herself. She 
earned a Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of North Carolina, and her career was in corporate research and 
development for several major corporations. She is now retired from corporate research, but continues to garden. Prior 
to this book, her writing experience has been technical in nature including a thesis, technical reports, journal articles, 
and patents. She currently lives and gardens in Alpharetta, Georgia. Her garden is currently about 2,500 square feet, 
including a variety of berries and vegetables. 


