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Dan Ramsey : The Complete Idiot's Guide to Building Your Own Home, 3rd Edition  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Idiot's Guide to Building Your 
Own Home, 3rd Edition: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Helpful, but some of their drawings are wrong.By david61821This is 
a good intro to things to think through as you consider building your own home. But one important diagram is 
stunningly mistaken. The diagram on page 206 "Framing for a Window" is not correct. Correct construction is a KING 
jack stud (runs from bottom plate to the top plate), then the TRIM stud (that goes next to the king stud and goes from 
the bottom plate to the header) and then a CRIPPLE stud (that goes from the bottom plate to the window sill). Well, on 
page 206, the left side of the diagram correctly locates the King stud and the Trimmer, but then offers no Cripple stud. 
The right side of the diagram correctly locates the King stud but then has no Trim stud and no Cripple--rather it has a 
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stud going from the sill to the header! I mention this particular diagram because it is one that novice 
builders/remodelers will need and will thus be misled. And second, it causes me not to trust some of the other 
diagrams.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Don P YoungAlways good to have an 
additional perspective0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JoettaExcellent book!!!

There?s no feeling of accomplishment like having built your own dream house. This clear, concise, up-to-date 
blueprint for every aspect of the home building process answers all major questions. The new edition takes the reader 
from figuring a budget to finding labor and materials. Readers will discover how to be one?s own general contractor; 
the pros and cons of myriad options; and sample bid forms, project schedules, estimating worksheets, contractor 
agreements, and other forms not in the previous edition. Plus, there are 100 additional illustrations to enhance reader 
understanding.

About the AuthorDAN RAMSEY is the author of more than 20 books for homebuilders and buyers, including builders 
construction guides, contractor business guides, kit home construction, and homeowner remodeling and repair books. 
He has extensive remodeling experience and has also served as a successful real estate agent. Dan recently supervised 
the design, siting, construction, and move-in of a new home in northern California. 


