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Stephen Fox : The Country Houses of John F. Staub (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and 
Humanities)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Country Houses of John F. Staub (Sara and John Lindsey Series in the Arts and Humanities): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book really detailing Staub's workBy Al BuyitExcellent 
book really detailing Staub's work. As a residential architect in Houston, Staub has definitely been a great influence.I 
took Stephen Fox's class at UH. He is extremely intelligent and calculated and this book definitely reflects that.8 of 8 
people found the following review helpful. Excellence in ArchitectureBy Jack WilkersonAs a background, I have been 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1585445959


collecting the drawings of the greatest American residential architects between 1900 and 1930 for over 8 years to use 
for inspiration in my architectural practice. This book shows the work of one of the top architects of the period. He is 
not the greatest in the area of artistic proportions and style, but he far outshines almost all architects living today. Most 
of the homes listed in this book are large examples where there was no budgetary limitation. The most difficult 
classical home to design is the small 2 or 3 bedroom home with a limited budget. The floor plans shown in this book 
give a wide mix of room proportions from square to long and narrow with every ratio in between. My measurements 
of hundreds of classic homes has turned up an ideal ratio room that should be used when possible. This may be an 
extreme viewpoint, but it works in practice. If you are in love with neoclassical and romantic homes of the first third 
of the 20th century, you should buy this book. It should be required reading for every Architectural Student in training 
for residential design.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Master At DetailBy William G. TroianoJohn 
Staub's attention to detail as illustrated in this wonderful book was second to none. The book's wonderful illustrations 
showcase many of the architect's beautifully designed homes in Texas. These homes would be very suitable for 
construction in most parts of the country and would fit right in. The floor plans show Staub's designs for the upper 
middle class as well as the truly wealthy class of people and reflect the quality of detail and craftsmanship prevalant in 
the late 1920's and into the 1930's. I assure you, this book is an asset to anyone's library who is interested in 
architecture.

In the early 1920s, architect John F. Staub, a native of Knoxville, Tennessee, who had studied at MIT and worked in 
New York, came to the burgeoning city of Houston as an assistant to nationally prominent architect Harrie T. 
Lindeberg. Staub was charged with administering construction of three houses designed by Lindeberg for members of 
the citys rapidly emerging elite. He would go on to establish one of the most influential architectural practices in 
Houston, where he would remain until his death in 1981. Over four decades, Staub designed grand houses in such 
communities as Shadyside, Broadacres, and, perhaps most notably, River Oaks. His clients included the Hoggs, for 
whom he created Bayou Bend; the Mastersons, his clients for Rienzi; and members of the Wiess, Cullen, Farish, 
Welder, Fay, and Elkins families. Although Staub also completed commissions for clients elsewhere in Texas and the 
United States, it was primarily in Houston that his work and influence took root. This ambitious study of Staubs work 
by architectural historian Stephen Fox goes beyond a description of Staubs houses. Fox analyzes the roles of space, 
structure, and decoration in creating, defining, and maintaining social class structures and expectations and shows how 
Staub was able to incorporate these elements and understandings into the elegant buildings he designed for his clients. 
In the process, he contributes greatly to a fuller understanding of Houstons emergence as a premier American city. 
Stunning color images by architectural photographer Richard Cheek, combined with Foxs well-grounded and 
expansive thesis, create a volume that will enchant, inform, and entertain. Students and aficionados of American 
domestic architecture of the 1920s, 30s, 40s, and 50s will appreciate the wealth of material, and the volumes 
contribution to architectural history and the sociology of architecture will commend itself to readers across the nation.

Stephen Foxs masterful history, The Country Houses of John F. Staub, thoroughly captures the nuances of the 
architects 50-year career. The book is unmatched in scope as Fox describes in detail the great variety of houses for 
privileged clients drawn to Staub, who with artistic generosity created dwellings of welcome and comfort. Most of the 
houses still stand handsomely on their sites.--Frank D. Welch, FAIA 


