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Ji Cheng : The Craft of Gardens: The Classic Chinese Text on Garden Design before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Craft of Gardens. The Classic Chinese Text on
Garden Design:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Master Craftsman of Chinas Garden Art.By JE

JEFFERY China's Garden Art knowledge understanding, as crafted by the late Master Ji Cheng.Start here and
everything else will make sense, along the way.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful Photos, as
you would hope! By CustomerThisis agreat book for inspiration of sorts. It's always good to look at photos of actual
Asian gardens.

With dozens of stunning photographs, this modern translation of a Classic text is a masterpiece of classical Chinese
gardening.Ji Cheng's great work on garden design, the Yuan Y e or Craft of Gardens, was originally published around


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1602200084

1631 and is the earliest manual of landscape gardening in the Chinese tradition. Thisisthe first complete English
trandation of Ji Cheng's seminal work. This Chinese gardening book is based on J Cheng's notes and experiences from
his career as a garden designer, which he discusses at some length in his introduction Since architecture is an integral
part of the Chinese garden, much of the book is taken up with the design of different types of buildings and the
integration of architecture with nature in the garden. Ji Cheng explains the religious and aesthetic principles
underlying garden design and the appropriate emotional response to various effects. he then offers a down-to-earth
series of instructions about the requirements of different types of sites, building layouts, architectural features, paving,
the construction of artificial mountains, selection of rocks, and the use of natural scenery.This delightful book provides
not only insights into Chinese gardening but also a unique perspective on Chinese culture and society in the late Ming
dynasty. Full notes by the translator explain obscure points and introduce relevant aspects of Chinese culture, while an
introduction by Maggie Keswick sets the book firmly inits historical context. lllustrations include not only J Cheng's
original diagrams but also historical paintings and contemporary photographs of a number of outstanding gardensin
the part of East Chinawhere Ji Cheng lived and worked.

"This book offers aview into a strange and delightful world with characteristics worth emulating." The Atlantic"[Ji
Cheng's] delightful "how-to-do-it" manual, published around 1631, is here put in historical context by Maggie
Keswick in her foreword, while Alison Hardie provides an accurate and readabl e translation, a scholarly preface and a
wealth of necessary endnotes based on the work of the modern Chinese editors.” Times Literary Supplement"Ji
Cheng's book, beautifully translated and illustrated, gives a wonderful insight into the Chinese concept of what a
garden should be and shows how, in the late Ming dynasty, the planning and ownership of a garden was away of life.
Alison Hardie's excellent notes lead you through this exquisite back door into the high culture of 17th century China."
The Garden: Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society" This delightful book provides not only insights into Chinese
garden design but also a unique perspective on Chinese culture and society in late Ming times. Garden designers and
historians alike can learn much from it." Garden Design Journal From the Back CoverJi Cheng's great work on garden
design, the 'Y uan Y€ or 'Craft of Gardens was originally published in or around 1631 and is the earliest manual of
landscape gardening in the Chinese tradition. Thisisthe first complete English translation of Ji Cheng's seminal
work.About the AuthorJi Cheng, born in 1579, was a practicing garden designer in the first half of the 17th century.
He designed gardens for several well-known individuals in the late Ming Dynasty, who supported the original
publication of this book, summing up hislife'swork and experience. Alison Hardie, a graduate of Oxford and
Edinburgh Universities, began to translate The Craft of Gardens when she was working for the Hong Kong trading
firm Jardine Matheson, in the 1980s. Later she wrote her doctoral thesis on Chinese garden design in the late Ming,
and is now a Senior Lecturer in Chinese Studies at the University of Leeds. Sheisinternationally known as a scholar
of Chinese garden history. Zhong Ming, who took the photographs for The Craft of Gardens, is an artist whose work
has been exhibited in many countries including China, France, the UK, Japan, and Sweden. He trained as an oil painter
and first came to prominence as China opened up after the Cultural Revolution, his portrait of the philosopher Jean-
Paul Sartre causing a sensation in 1979. He now divides his time between China, France and the UK. Maggie
Keswick, who originally inspired and supported this trandation of The Craft of Gardens, grew up in Shanghai and
Hong Kong, where her father ran the trading company Jardine Matheson. Based on her personal experience of
traditional Chinese gardens, she published The Chinese Garden: History, Art and Architecturein 1978; it remains an
indispensable introduction to the subject.



