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Maggie Lidz : The du Ponts: Houses and Gardensin the Brandywine before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The du Ponts: Houses and Gardens in the Brandywine:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Aspects of French gardens acrossthe U S ABy Stephen B. GaleA
great review of the architectural and landscape contributions to America by one of the important familiesin the
development of the US both in terms of cultural, scientific and business devel opments Although the Duponts were
highly cost conscious in their core business - they spared no expense in the great gardens they established thereby
exposing several generations of Americans to great European garden principles4 of 4 people found the following
review helpful. Allows you to eavesdrop on the fascinating world of the du PontsBy MegThis is much more than a
striking coffee-table book about architecture, gardens and decorative arts. With an amazing collection of photographs
and intimate recollections, it brings to life the personalities who worked and played in these homes and gardens. The
du Ponts engages the reader on a personal level asit captures both the grand and, at times, quirky nature of their world.
Highly recommended to anyone interested in getting a glimpse into the lives of the du Ponts.13 of 13 people found the
following review helpful. Top QualityBy Paul T. Mcconnell As always Acanthus Press has published an amazing


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0926494694

architectural monograph on the du Pont family homes. From vintage photos, historical data and floorplans this book
covers one family's contibution to residential architecture. Acanthus products are as good as you can get in this
medium.

No American family dominated a single state longer than the du Ponts of Delaware. French immigrants who arrived in
America January 1, 1800, the du Ponts became a dynasty of publicity-shy entrepreneurs, engineers, horticulturists, and
collectors. They built neighboring houses, gardens, and farms that spanned miles of rolling hills in the Brandywine
Valley and earned the region the sobriquet Chateau Country. With their riches from the DuPont Company, the family
pursued many passions, resulting in the exquisite art collections, botanical gardens, and libraries now enjoyed by the
American public. The du Ponts: Houses and Gardens in the Brandywine, 1900 1951, features 25 du Pont family
houses and farms, including the celebrated Winterthur, Longwood, and Nemours estates. There are unexpected
surprises. Bellevue, areplica of James Madison s Montpelier; Eleutherian Mills, the 19th-century partnership house
overlooking the Brandywine Creek, resurrected in the 1920s as a colonial mansion with a garden that was considered
one of most successful romantic conceits of the 20th century; and Hod House, the Hodgson system prefabricated
residence built as a summer retreat on 550 acres. Winterthur Museum s estate historian Maggie Lidz captures the life
of the du Ponts at home with hundreds of rare period photographs from private archives and family albums and never
before published autochromes, diascopes, and Dufay color images. The Crowninshields, the Sharps, the Homseys and
the du Ponts - Henry Francis, Pierre Samuel, and Coleman- all come alive as we visit their country manors, horse
farms, and spectacular gardens in the bucolic setting of the Brandywine Valley.

About the AuthorMaggie Lidz is estate historian for Winterthur Museum, a du Pont family estate that dates back to
1839. Although best known as a museum of American decorative arts, the horticultural and social histories of
Winterthur have been fertile territory for Lidz s research. Her interest in Winterthur began while she was a student in
the graduate program at the University of Delaware under eminent architectural historian Damie Stillman. She isthe
author of Life at Winterthur: A du Pont Family Album (2001)



