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Paula Baker-Laporte, Robert Laporte : The EcoNest Home: Designing and Building a Light Straw Clay House 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The EcoNest Home: 
Designing and Building a Light Straw Clay House: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. If you are thinking of putting time, energy, ...By Nick VianiIf you 
are thinking of putting time, energy, and money into a new home or building, learning about a solid, healthy, 
ecologically sound structure is fundamental. Whether you are a designer, a builder, or a future buyer, this book 
demonstrates the techniques used for centuries to create a HOME with modern innovations. Build for the future with 
techniques from the past and address the increasing presence of the technological world into your home.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Nature or technologyBy Stephen BeiliOne of my favorite things about this book 
comes at the very beginning: in their introduction, the authors tackle the question of why would we want to build with 
natural materials in an era of burgeoning green building technologies, synthetic systems, and high-performing 
insulation. Their response will either deeply resonate with you or not, but if it does, then the first section of the book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=086571777X


will take you on a dream journey through their philosophy for natural building and the second will take you deep 
within their particular solutions. When one is weighing the advantages and disadvantages of Passive House, LEED, or 
other strategies towards green building (and I would add that there is no system without advantages and 
disadvantages), this book offers one a chance to explore the side focused less on technology and more on humanity 
and nature, and it is a supremely convincing argument developed out of the decades that the authors have spent 
refining their ideas and process.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. they also have good diagrams of 
how they actually construct their housesBy OttoI appreciate the thoroughness of the content in this book. The authors 
cover most of the concerns that have come up for me in my research on building an alternative construction house. In 
addition to photographs demonstrating their process, they also have good diagrams of how they actually construct their 
houses. There is enough detail provided to give a sense to the reader of whether to continue further by attending their 
workshops or by hiring one of their professional affiliates. The authors follow through in their values by having the 
book printed in Canada and using recycled paper and vegetable-based inks. This is NOT a coffee table book but a 
resource for people who are serious about exploring alternative ways of building a home.

An EcoNest is not just a homeit is a breathtakingly beautiful structure that nurtures health and embraces ecology. This 
unique approach to construction combines light clay straw, timber framing, earthen floors, natural plasters, and other 
natural techniques with the principles of Building Biology to create a handcrafted living sanctuary. By bringing 
together time-honored traditions and modern innovations, owners of EcoNests enjoy living spaces that reflect the best 
of both worlds.The EcoNest Home is an in-depth exploration of the benefits of choosing this technique over 
conventional alternatives, combined with a complete practical guide for prospective designers and builders. Paula 
Baker-Laporte and Robert Laporte draw on their own extensive experience to provide: A detailed explanation of the 
nature-based science behind EcoNests Fully illustrated, step-by-step instructions to guide you through construction 
Dozens of inspiring photos of completed projectsThe most comprehensive North American resource on light clay 
straw construction, written by its leading proponents, The EcoNest Home is a must-read for anyone considering 
building their own healthy, affordable, environmentally friendly natural home.Paula Baker-Laporte and Robert 
Laporte are the creators of the EcoNest concept and the authors of Econest: Creating Sustainable Sanctuaries of Clay, 
Straw and Timber. Robert has built over fifty houses using the EcoNest system and has trained hundreds of 
professional builders and aspiring owner-builders in using the techniques. Paula has worked as the architect for the 
EcoNest Company for nearly two decades and is the author of Prescriptions for a Healthy House.

An EcoNest is not just a home-it is a breathtakingly beautiful structure that nurtures health and embraces ecology. This 
unique approach to construction combines light straw clay, timber framing, earthen floors, natural plasters, and other 
natural techniques with the principles of Building Biology to create a handcrafted living sanctuary. By bringing 
together time-honored traditions and modern innovations, owners of EcoNests enjoy living spaces that reflect the best 
of both worlds. The EcoNest Home is an in-depth exploration of the benefits of choosing this technique over 
conventional alternatives, combined with a complete practical guide for prospective designers and builders. Authors 
Paula Baker-Laporte and Robert Laporte draw on their own extensive experience to provide: A detailed explanation of 
the nature-based science behind EcoNests Fully-illustrated, step-by-step instructions to guide you through construction 
Dozens of inspiring photos of completed projects. The most comprehensive, North American resource on light straw 
clay construction, written by its leading proponents, The EcoNest Home is a must-read for anyone considering 
building their own healthy, affordable, environmentally friendly, natural home.From the Back CoverBuild your own 
beautiful, environmentally friendly, healthy natural home.This masterpiece is recommended to novices and experts 
respectively.---Franz Volhard, architect, and author, LeichtlehmbauIn The EcoNest Home every aspect of creating a 
beautiful, sensible, and healthy home is explored and demonstrated with elegance and clarity. Filled with practical 
information [this exceptional work] is at once informative, beautiful and inspiring. ---Martin Hammer, architect; co-
author, Light Straw-Clay and Strawbale Construction appendices in the International Residential Code; co-director, 
Builders Without BordersAn EcoNest is not just a home it is a breathtakingly beautiful structure that nurtures health 
and embraces ecology, bringing together time-honored traditions and modern innovations for the best of both worlds. 
This unique approach to construction combines light straw clay, timber framing, earthen floors, natural plasters and 
other natural techniques with the principles of Building Biology to create a handcrafted living sanctuary. The EcoNest 
Home is a complete theoretical and practical guide for prospective designers and builders, including: A detailed 
explanation of the nature-based science behind EcoNests Fully illustrated, step-by-step instructions to guide you 
through construction Dozens of inspiring photos of completed projects.The most comprehensive North American 
resource on light straw clay construction, written by its leading proponents, The EcoNest Home is a must-read for 
anyone considering building their own healthy, affordable, environmentally friendly, natural home.In this remarkable 
book, Paula and Robert offer a radical paradigm shift worth seriously considering for better health and a more 
sustainable world!---Cindy Mercer, co-founder, Planet Heritage Foundation A great new book for the ecological 
designer, builder and homeowner.---Sukita Reay Crimmel, co-author, Earthen Floors: A Modern Approach to an 



Ancient Practice; and developer, Claylin Paula Baker-Laporte and Robert Laporte are the creators of the EcoNest 
concept. Robert has built over 50 houses using the EcoNest system and has trained hundreds of professional builders 
and aspiring owner-builders in using the techniques. Paula has worked as the architect for the EcoNest Company for 
nearly two decades and is the primary author of Prescriptions for a Healthy House.To help bring you the very best 
inspiration and information about greener, more sustainable lifestyles, Mother Earth News is recommending select 
New Society Publishers books to its readers. This book is one of them. 


