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Clive Aslet : The Edwardian Country House: A Social and Architectural History  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Edwardian Country House: A Social and 
Architectural History: 

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. A Background on Early 20th Century Residential Architecture in 
EnglandBy The Devoted ClassicistIt is quite a good book, but there are some warnings. First, it is an expanded edition 
of Aslet's 1982 book THE LAST COUNTRY HOUSES which took a lot of criticism for the title because there are still 
magnificent classical houses being built in the English countryside. Second, there is nothing about Eyford Park, 
pictured on the cover, within the text, only two additional photos. For more about the new country houses such as 
Ferne Park and about Eyford Park in particular, search my blog The Devoted Classicist.With more a scholarly 
approach rather than a typical 'coffee table' book, the chapters are divided according to topics rather than subjects, 
meaning information about a particular house is scattered over several chapters rather than going through one house at 
a time. But THE EDWARDIAN COUNTRY HOUSE is worth reading cover-to-cover for a better understanding of 
this period in residential architecture, so that is not so much an issue. It is a lot more than just the Upstairs Downstairs 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=071123339X


aspect of 'Downton Abbey' sort of houses; there is an academic yet understandable presentation of the era.8 of 9 
people found the following review helpful. A beautiful book. Clive Aslet, with his history at Country Life Magazine, 
is the gold standard for this sugject.By Anthony E. FrederickThere have been a couple of books published lately on the 
Country House. Clive Aslet's book is the perfect addition to librariesof country house studies since this new work 
along with The Last Country Houses, his book from a couple of decades ago, give insight into the conditions which 
brought on the crumbling of the country house culture, and the mad, over-the-top edifices of the last gasp.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Wanda LongBeautiful scholarly book

The magnificent country houses built in Britain between 1890 and 1939 were the last monuments to a vanishing age. 
Many of these great mammoths of domestic architecture were unsuited to the changes in economic and social 
priorities that followed the two world wars, and rapidly became extinct. Those that survive, however, provide tangible 
evidence of the life and death of an extraordinarily prosperous age.Originally published in 1980, long out of print and 
now thoroughly revised and reillustrated, this book recounts the architectural and social history of the era, describing 
the clients, the architects, the styles and accoutrements of the country houses. The people who could afford them - the 
Carnegies, the Astors, the Leverhulmes - had grown rich by exploiting the new economic opportunities of the age, and 
the houses they built in the years before the First World War reflect the desire for two contrasting ways of life. The 
social country house was the setting for the opulent world associated with Edward VII. The romantic country house 
was simpler, more genuinely rural, for those who wanted to be in closer contact with the countryside and the vanishing 
rural crafts, or who wanted an idyll of the past that did not suggest the world of the motor car. These traditions lost 
coherence after the war, and the period ended with a number of spectacular, and often eccentric, houses. Some of the 
most remarkable were those that not only replicated the look of old buildings, but used genuinely old materials and 
even incorporated whole Tudor buildings moved from other places.Clive Aslet writes of the immense changes in the 
way country houses of this period were lived in and used. The shortage of servants, aggravated by the First World 
War, spurred numerous developments in the technology of the country house - vacuum cleaners, washing machines, 
telephones and central heating were called upon to replace the army of servants who never returned from the trenches 
or the factories. Interior decorators, becoming increasingly in vogue, developed the style Louis Seize into the last word 
in Edwardian chic. Gardens came to be seen as integral to the concept of the country house and reconciled formal 
planning with informal planting.This fascinating world, so popularly depicted in Downton Abbey, can now be viewed 
from a new perspective. The Edwardian Country House will enlighten and entertain all those interested in glimpsing 
the lost life style of another age.

'An erudite but accessible study of a bygone era.' 


