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Stephen Calloway : The Elements of Style: A Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural Details from 
1485 to the Present  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
The Elements of Style: A Practical Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural Details from 1485 to the Present: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. get oneBy guitarmaker2010i have older version, but am very happy 
with the variety of visual differences of many architecture periods. a good treatment with many drawings. excellent.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. A reference book filled with IDEAS for designersBy Lou 
KiefWhenever I'm starting a new design project and need ideas or want to make sure I'm staying within historical 
parameters, I run to this book. It is by far the most complete, single source graphic index of architectural detail history. 
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The illustrations and photographs give me a positive check to make sure I'm staying on track....or just provide 
inspiration if I need that spark to get me started on something new and wonderful. It's one of the most treasured books 
on my shelf, and one every designer, especially younger people would enjoy owning. If you want to give a great 
graduation present to someone with architectural design, remodeling, restoration or furniture design in their future, this 
is a great gift.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful and PracticalBy Clare PalmieriThis beautiful 
volume is more than just a reference work on architecture: It is a well-written history of the evolution of design and 
style in buildings, a true delight to read. The book is profusely illustrated, with each carefully explained. For those 
who wish to use "The Elements of Style" strictly as a reference work, the book is well organized, making finding what 
one is looking for a simple task. Well done.

More than 3,000 analytical drawings and historic engravings are included in this updated edition as well as 400 
photographs in color and over 1,000 in black and white. These extraordinary images provide a systematic guide to the 
features appropriate for every part of a building, from the major components such as doors, windows, walls, floors, 
ceilings, and staircases to the small but important embellishments such as moldings and door hardware. At the heart of 
the book is a chronological treatment of the primary styles and periods of architectural design during the past 500 
years. Each chapter begins with an illustrated essay, then looks in turn at individual features, from doors and windows 
to ironwork and woodwork. The usefulness of this book is further enriched by the inclusion of permanent or 
semipermanent fixtures such as lighting, kitchen stoves, and floor and wall coverings, as well as strictly architectural 
details. A useful system of quick reference, employing color-coded tabs keyed to each feature, enables the reader to 
trace how particular features evolved over time. And at the back of the book, separate chapters dealing with vernacular 
architecture are followed by a glossary and a fully updated directory of suppliers of authentic materials as well as 
period and reproduction features. For this new edition, a biographical directory of architects and architectural practices 
has been added.

From Library JournalThis book offers comprehensive visual evidence of most of the styles of architecture and interior 
design that have influenced America and Britain since the Renaissance. It is arranged by period style and indexed by 
specific design features (staircases, windows, and stoves, for example) through the use of color tabs on right-hand 
pages. Each period is handled by a separate expert. The glossaries of suppliers and the restoration/maintenance 
information will appeal to historic preservationists. Altogether, this is an impressive reference work for architects, 
interior designers, and historians who need a quick fix on a specific style, feature, or detail.- Peter Kaufman, Boston 
Coll.Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. Colonial Homes Magazine A brilliantly rendered compendium 
that has no peer in the field of traditional design. -- From the Back CoverForeword "For a man's house is his castle:, 
wrote Sir Edward Coke at the beginning of the 17th century. The phrase has become a cornerstone of the way we think 
and live. Yet, by a stroke of historic irony, the great lawyer's memorable line was penned at the very time when Inigo 
Jones was building the first modern house in England, the Queen's House at Greenwich -- that precocious expression 
of polite taste and perfect monument to a new domestic ideal. From this date on people cared for their houses not 
merely as strongholds of safety and domestic wealth: they loved them for their architecture. Today we are heirs to a 
legacy of fine building and to a continuing fascination with the details and stylistic elements which give our houses 
their character. In Britain, and in the United States too, that interest in old houses has become something of a national 
obsession. The desire to know and understand the history of our homes has never been stronger. We are, perhaps more 
than ever before,! aware of the crucial importance of our great architectural traditions and the central position they 
occupy in what we have come to call our heritage. At the heart of this concept of heritage lies our idealized image of 
the period house, which, great or small, ostentatious or plain, has come to epitomize so many of our notions of 
civilization. The study of the architectural evolution of the country house in England and the United States, and of 
urban and village building, has a long and distinguished history. But in recent years, academic interest in the planning, 
stylistic development and detailing of historic houses has increasingly become linked with the more passionate and 
practical enthusiasms of the conservation movement. As a result, the houses we live in have become a major 
concern -- the subject of both a large body of scholarly and investigative endeavor and often intense public discussion 
and debate. One of the foremost defenders of traditional values in design and workmanship, the Prince of Wales, has 
repeatedly stressed the influential role which fine architecture can play in our everyday existence. As the protagonist 
of a humane architecture based on human scale and sound techniques and materials, he has championed the idea that 
good building is not only an index of civilization, but also an important contributory factor in the quality of life which 
we enjoy. Today, those who value the best of the old in our heritage are convinced of its relevance to the new. But 
there is, it has to be said, a great deal that must be learned or re-learned. In recent decades more modern tendencies 
have prevailed, and we have come perilously close to losing much of the rich vocabulary and even the grammar which 
gave our architectural language in previous ages its subtlety and fluent charm. What we need now is a return to visual 
literacy, an understanding of all the elements and details of the house as they have changed through five centuries. To 
promote such an understanding, which alone can be the only proper basis for conservation, restoration and sensitive 



design, is one of the main aims of this book. We have sought to create within the compass of a single volume a 
practical sourcebook for all those who care about our heritage of domestic architecture in Britain and the United 
States. The vast body of illustrative material that has been drawn together here includes specially commissioned 
photographs of houses, reproductions of engraved plates from the key architectural publications of each period, and 
drawings based on a wide variety of archival material, including old photographs and measured drawings (often of 
buildings now demolished), rare prints and builders' pattern books. The images used to illustrate each chapter have 
been selected by the individual authors, each of whom has made a particular study of his or her period. For each 
chapter the chief aim has been to show the development of standard forms but also to illustrate some of the influential 
high-points of architectural achievement and something of the variety that has always characterized domestic 
buildings. Primarily, The Elements of Style, is intended as a visual and documentary resource for people concerned 
with the details of houses, whether as owners, conservators, architects, interior decorators or designers. For the student 
and the interested general reader the book can also be used as a way to trace the history of the British and American 
house. Between the practical approach and the academic there is no real division of interests: a chief desideratum in 
each case is sympathy for matters of detail, a belief in the importance of accuracy at the most meticulous level. The 
overall plan of this book is a simple chronological one, period by period, style by style. The main chapters deal with 
what we may define as polite architecture: that is, buildings which aim, with whatever degree of success, at observing 
the architectural rules and at being fashionable, or in later periods buildings which conform to nationally prevalent 
types. Houses which fall outside this rather general definition -- modest country dwellings, traditional structural types 
in use over a long period, and distinct regional variations on standard forms -- are dealt with separately in chapters 
devoted to vernacular building. British vernacular is treated separately from the end of the Tudor period: before then 
the two strands have been combined, for the distinctions between vernacular and polite in that era are so blurred as to 
be misleading, even meaningless. Under American vernacular, the coverage is of rustic and regional features from 
Colonial times to the mid-l9th century. Inevitably these chapters are highly selective: given the multiplicity of 
localized styles, this book can do no more than illustrate some of the highlights of vernacular domestic architecture. 
Similarly, although Britain and the United States are treated separately in the first half of the book, the chapters on 
Arts and Crafts, Art Nouveau, the Twenties and Thirties, and the Modern and Beyond Modern styles combine material 
from both sides of the Atlantic, in order to emphasize the close connections that exist in an age of international 
influences. This approach has brought about some interesting juxtapositions, such as the work of Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh in Glasgow and the early houses of Frank Lloyd Wright in the United States. The Elements of Style is nor 
a book about great architects: although inevitably their names and works appear among these pages, their stories are 
told elsewhere, and the interested reader will have no difficulty in tracking down more information. Nor is it a study of 
grand houses to the exclusion of the more modest. We have chosen to place the greatest emphasis on that category 
which the 18th-century architect and his builder called the "good middling sort of house"; for in such houses we may 
discern much of the genius of each age and in full measure those qualities which the first architectural writer in 
English, Sir Henry Wotton, required of all fine building: "Firmness, Commodity and Delight". Stephen Calloway 


