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Randall W. Cole : The Encyclopedia of Landscaping and Patio Design: Over 325 Ideas for Landscaping and 
Patio Design  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Encyclopedia of Landscaping and Patio Design: Over 325 Ideas for Landscaping and Patio Design: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great book if combined with a "how-to" guideBy A CustomerThe 
book consists of numerous sketches of decks, patios, entries, etc. It was perfect for my situation because I was simply 
looking for design ideas to make my patio unique and not just the traditional rectangle shape. The "how-to" books I 
found on patios and decks had lots of instruction but very few pictures. I was able to combine ideas from a couple of 
the sketches in this book and come up with a great design. Be advised that the book contains no building instructions 
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or dimensions. It is simply a lot of ideas presented as sketches.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I've 
borrowed this book from the library 4 timesBy A CustomerI am a graduate architecture student, and my education did 
not include much on landscaping. I use this book frequently to get ideas on how to integrate the landscape into my 
buildings. The book contains hundreds of watercolor illustrations of small outdoor spaces. It is useful for exploring 
material options, getting ideas on landscape integration, color options, learning how to render an outdoor space, etc. 
This book is good for showing broad ideas for inspiration and adaptation, not exact copying. The many styles 
presented could also be useful for a client who wants to describe a style to a designer but may not know the technical 
name or how to describe it.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Simply the right place to start.By A 
CustomerWhen my wife and I began deciding what to do with the dirt piles surrounding our home, we did a lot of idea-
hunting. This book brought us both much closer to our respective goals and helped us better understand what each 
other wanted. In other words, this book succeeded where others failed. I highly recommend it for the opening phase of 
exterior decor planning.

The only essential, fully-visual guide to hardscaping projects. Make an educated decision while choosing the right face 
or yard for your home. Included are ideas for walkways, porches, lampposts, mailboxes, waterfalls, walls, patios, 
gazebos, planters, and fountains. Whether trying to find new ideas or communicate those in mind, we have put 
together the best collection of fresh ideas available including pattern variations. We would compare our book to other 
such books, but there are none. No one else gives you a pure visual tour through the hardscaping possibilities for your 
home.

From the AuthorDear New HomeOwner, My name is Randy Cole. I put The Encyclopedia of Landscaping and Patio 
Design together after I purchased my new home. After buying all the guides out there and finding nothing fresh or 
useful for my home, I spent six months with my camera and collected all the best ideas out there. All the ideas in my 
book are from reality and don't rely on a beautiful beach front background or million dollar home to look good. Once I 
finished landscaping my own home, I decided to put it together and make it available to others doing the same thing. I 
spent a lot of time and money looking for a book that would do just this. The Encyclopedia of Landscaping and Patio 
Design is the best idea-book on the market. It does exactly what it pretends to do and nothing else. I wish you the best 
of luck making these important decisions for your home. -Randy 


