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David R. Coffin : The English Garden: Meditation and Memorial before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised The English Garden: Meditation and Memorial:

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Visions of GrandeurBy L.RalstonWhen you think of gardening and
great gardeners you immediately think of the English. For hundreds of years thistiny island has produced some of the
most influential gardens and architecture. This book provides a most picturesgque view of country estates and the
architecture of gardening. PERFECT for us weekend gardeners with visions of grandeur


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=069103432X

More so than other Europeans, the English have turned to their gardens or wooded "wildernesses" for contemplative
consolation. To explore the meditative aspect of English garden-making, David Coffin combines selected poetry, diary
extracts, letters, and more formal writing from the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries with charming
illustrations and his own perceptive commentary. The English saw the impermanence of life in "weather-beaten heads'
of flowersthat "not seun dayes before had flourished in their full prime," and their gardens were often decorated with
sundials and ruins. Addressing both admirers of the English garden and students of English cultural history, Coffin
shows that the English emphasis on transience was a key to their gardening and their literary style. To nonconformists
seeking arelationship with the deity, for instance, the English garden was a confessional. For atime the concept of the
medieval hermit living in solitude in the wilds of nature also became popular, but this notion lost its religious
motivation, and garden hermitages were then used as sites for entertainments of various kinds. The ancient idea of
burial in agarden or park was more successfully restored, however, and pyramids, obelisks, and triumphal columns
commemorated the rulers, heroes, and friends of those who suffered, or enjoyed, the "English malady" of melanchaly.

"Coffin presents an engaging history of the uses of gardens for hermitages, meditation, confessionals, memorials,
monuments, and entertainment.”--Choice



