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Daniel J. Hinkley : The Explorer's Garden: Shrubs and Vines from the Four Corners of the World  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Explorer's Garden: Shrubs 
and Vines from the Four Corners of the World: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I love this book!By J. GalicicDan Hinkley's fascination with the 
plant kingdom is infectious. The more I read through the pages of this book, the more I want to become a plant 
explorer - seeking out unknown plant species and bringing them into cultivation. As Dan travels to remote locations 
around the globe, often high up on steep mountain slopes, he manages to discover spectacular specimens of tropical-
looking schefflera, holboellia vines, jasmine, tetrapanax, and star anise, to name a few. It is exciting to see what can 
potentially be grown in temperate zones, such as where I live in Seattle. If you a lover of unusual plants, this book will 
ignite your imagination.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The author shared lots of good information 
about each plantBy Fred AndersonThis book is for the person that has an interest in rare and unusual perennials. The 
author shared lots of good information about each plant.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyable 
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read and quality referenceBy DJ ArboretumThis is a great addition to plant exploration literature. Dan Hinkley takes 
us to many of the worlds cold climate botanical hot spots. Each chapter focuses on a particular genus or plant group, 
beginning with a relevant extract from a diary or letter written on a plant hunting expedition. The rest of the chapter 
covers the authors first hand experiences with the plants both in the wild and in the garden. There is explicit and useful 
advice about hardiness, cultivation an propagation as well. The selection of photos in excellent, but what really 
elevates this book is the writing style. The tone is relaxed and full of fun with out reducing the informational quality. I 
found myself laughing out loud at the author's self deprecating humour, while jealously wishing I lived in a colder 
wetter climate.

Dan Hinkley's quest for distinctive plants has led him on expeditions to China, Korea, Nepal, Chile, and remote areas 
of North America. The Explorer's Garden: Rare and Unusual Perennials presents the most fascinating perennials found 
during Hinkley's treks around the globe, describes the assets each plant brings to the garden, and explains how it is 
best cultivated and propagated.Illustrated with Hinkley's own splendid photographs as well as those of Lynne 
Harrison, this new paperback edition includes a new preface by the author and a completely updated list of sources for 
plant material.

Hinkley ... addresses his plant-collection procedures and standards to assure readers he's taken pains to avoid 
introducing pests, diseases or invasive species. -- Mary Beth Breckenridge Akron Beacon Journal 20090613 Hinkley 
is in the old breed of plant-hunter, one who hoofs about the globe with little more than a trowel and a trusty leather 
carry-all to hold his botanic treasures. -- Mary-Liz Shaw Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 20090621 [Hinkley] traps us 
with his eloquent, spot-on descriptions as cleverly as a Dutchman's pipe bloom lures, traps, then releases its 
pollinators. -- Kathy Huber Houston Chronicle 20090711 What sets Dan apart from the crowd is his understanding of 
how to grow plants well. His careful observations of plants in the wild give this book an edge and provide us with a 
better understanding of how to cultivate many of these wonderful shrubs and vines. -- Mat Reese Gardens Illustrated 
20090801 Scores of exciting plants still await wider use by gardeners, and The Explorer's Garden is a masterful guide 
to this cornucopia. Michigan Gardener 20090901 A diverting read on chilly nights to come, when we can share, from a 
safe distance, Hinkley's "near-lunatic" passion for exotic plants and places. -- Maureen McCarthy Minneapolis Star 
Tribune 20091027 The armchair traveler will relish the quotes from [Hinkley's] travel journal which introduce each 
chapter; the horticulturalist will be caught up in the text, which describes the origins and hybrids of an array of 
perennials. SciTech Book News 20091201About the AuthorDaniel J. Hinkley writes for numerous horticultural 
publications and speakers throughout North America, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, and Japan. He has been 
awarded the Scott Gold Medal, the Liberty Hyde Bailey Award, and the Veitch Memorial Medal, among others. 
Founder of the original Heronswood Nursery in Kingston, Washington, with his partner, Robert L. Jones, Hinkley now 
works as a horticultural consultant and the director of Heronswood Garden, owned and operated by the Port Gamble 
SKlallam Tribe. 


