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Peter Valder : The Garden Plants of China before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The Garden Plants of China:

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Just a photo book.By Alexandru GrajdanV ery disappointed with this
book. Thereis no information you can use for your garden or in your future work. Thereisno info in hardiness,
preferences, usage of the plants in landscape etc. Y es, good photos, but thisisall.10 of 10 people found the following
review helpful. Beautiful photographs, great historical infoBy Angel LeeThisis afabulous, beautifully photographed,
survey of the decorative plants native to China. The book opens with details of Chinas rich horticultural heritage and
the role of plantsin Chinese culture.Further chapters are broken down by type of plant. These include bamboos, fruit
trees, orchids, roses, chrysanthemums, aquatic plants and more. Items both familiar and exotic to the western gardener
will be found here.Many specific varieties are described in each chapter, with Latin, Chinese and common names.
History, native habitat, and uses for each plant are described.The photography is outstanding with several close-up
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color photos on each page. Thereis aso a nice smattering of old botanical illustrations and Chinese art. | highly
recommend this book.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Garden Book of the YearBy A CustomerThis
is abeautifully produced and immensely readable work of considerable scholarship . Its subject matter isintriguing
and the author writes in a style where one finds oneself going quickly from one section to another. The wonderful
photography certainly enhances the text. My views would seem to have been borne out by the recent decision of the
British Gardens Writers Guild who have just awarded it the Reference Garden Book of the Y ear. I'm sure thiswill
become the standard reference work for this engrossing subject for many yearsto come. | highly recommend it.

It is hard to imagine gardens without peonies, flowering peaches, camellias, gardenias, azaleas, wisteria, forsythia,
crabapples, and the host of other ornamentals that were introduced first in Chinese gardens. And the devel opment of
the modern repeat-flowering roses would not have occurred had the so-called monthly roses not been brought to
Europe from China. In spite of the romance and excitement generated by the discoveries of the famous plant huntersin
the wilds of China, the Chinese plants with the greatest impact on the gardens of the world have actually come from
Chinese gardens and nurseries.

.com Gardens have long been an integral part of Chinese culture, written about by scholars and prized by emperors
and priests; think of Chinese scrolls traced with plum blossoms and wood-block prints etched with pine branches or
bamboo. The West has not only received a great number of fine plants from China, it's also been influenced by the
Chinese appreciation of plants, by their ideas on striving to have something in bloom year-round, and by their
treasuring shape as well as bloom. A surprising number of our showiest and favorite plants are native to China,
brought to the Western world by early plant explorers. Many varieties of crabapples, chrysanthemumes, lilacs, wisteria,
azaleas, rhododendron, camellias, and peonies originated in China, where they have been important in gardens,
literature, and art for centuries. Peter Valder's discussion of more than 400 garden-worthy plants includes color
photographs, history, information on native habitat, and cultural suggestions. The photos are large and lovely, the
information thorough and useful, and to help us remember the origin of each plant he has included the Chinese letters
and common names, which are charming. The Chinese name for mock orange (Philadel phus) translates as " peace and
tranquility flower"; "beautiful woman banana" is the translated common name for cannalilies. No matter what the
name, Chinese plants deserve space in our gardens, and Valder has written a book that intrigues us with their history
and educates us about how best to grow them. --Valerie Easton Valder gives us awindow on a sophisticated garden
ethic very different from Europes, and an encyclopedia of more than 4000 Chinese garden plants. Many will inevitably
become more widely seen here because of their natural resistance to pests and diseases now arriving from Asiavia
global trade. Boston Globe Thisis asplendid and detailed book, profusely illustrated in colour with excellent modern
photographs and a few reproductions from early Chinese and classic European journals. Gardens Illustrated This
splendid book is an important addition to the otherwise scanty and scattered literature in English on Chinas
contribution to the garden splendor of the West and should be added to every librarys horticultural section. Choice If
you are greedy for cultural and horticultural history, this artful book will alter your coffee tablein to a shrine. Chicago
Botanic Garden A beautiful book. . . . A significant addition to horticultural literature. . . . Highly recommended. E-
Streams Combining vast research as well as information and photographs from his many tripsto China, Valder
presents a comprehensive volume on ornamental plantsin the gardens of China. American Reference Books Annual
Travel vicariously with Valder viathe books many photographs of ornamental plantsin the parks, homes and historic
sites of China. The Seattle Times An important reference guide for anyone interested in the history and origin of plant
introductions. Quarterly Bulletin of the Alpine Garden Society



