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Gertrude Jekyll : The Gardener's Essential Gertrude Jekyll  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Gardener's Essential Gertrude Jekyll: 

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Sound within a Scotch fir woodBy AnonymousFor this quote 
alone it is worth acquiring The Gardener's Essential by Gertrude Jekyll:"...the song of the nightingale and the ring of 
the woodman's great axe gain a rich musical quality from the great fir wood. Why a wood of Scotch fir has this 
wonderful property of a kind of musical reverberation I do not know; but so it is. Any sound that occurs within it is, on 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0879235993


a lesser scale, like a sound in a cathedral. The tree itself when struck gives a musical note. Strike an oak or an elm on 
the trunk with a stick, and the sound is mute; strike a Scotch fir, and it is a note of music." p.121Please Comment if 
you have heard such a sound, or know where such a wood is to be found, if at all at this time...Seems of another 
enchanted age...Another sample from the multitude of quotes that causes this book to still be read and that helps one 
become just a little more alive in Nature: "...the quality of that mysterious and delicious smell given off by the dying 
strawberry leaves, aromatic, pungent, and delicately refined, searching and powerful, and yet subtle and elusive- the 
best sweet smell of all the year. One cannot have it for the seeking; it comes as it will - a scent that is sad as a forecast 
of the inevitable certainty of the flower-year's waning, and yet sweet with the promise of its timely new birth." p. 1940 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy jake c.Great!38 of 39 people found the following review 
helpful. Excellent summary of Jekyll's work on gardensBy A CustomerThis book has become my bedtime reading 
material. It offers an excellent summary of Jekyll's views on color, plant selection, the layout of beds and the 
philosophy of the garden. While I would have liked detailed drawings or layouts of the various gardens discussed, her 
written descriptions feed the imagination. I've already laid out a new garden border as a result of the insights gained, 
and I am inspired to read other works by Jekyll and others

From Library JournalA product of one of the goddesses of the green thumb, Jekyll's 1964 book is chock-full of 
information on making your garden flourish. Her instruction covers not only the ins and outs of growing plants but 
how to think about them as well.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


