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Pierre-Andre LaBlaude : The Gardens of Versailles  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised The Gardens of Versailles: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful book of the Versailles gardens, parterres, fountains, and 
sculptures.By Bayard B.Beautiful book of the Versailles gardens, parterres, fountains, and sculptures. I just thoroughly 
enjoy looking at these photos (all in color) and reading the text on how they were developed.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Garden of VersaillesBy paulette osborneLoved the book. I was in Versailles this spring and 
really wanted to experience it through this book. It fit the bill.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. 
GARDENS OF THE SUN KINGBy Shannon DeasonVersailles is as famous for Le Norte's gardens are they are for 
Mansarts palace to end all palaces. This is very good book on these beautiful gardens, the images jump off the page 
and the text is highly informative. Louis XIV, spent so much time ruminating over these gardens with his great 
landscape architect Le Notre, that he himself wrote a guide to the gardens, it has been said that Louis was always more 
pleased with the gardens than he ever was with the palace. Though the gardens of Versailles are spectacular, if you 
ever visit the Ile of France, be sure to see Le Notre's masterwork at Vieux le Vicomte, now that's perfection 
personified..it was so spectacular that the King had the owner Fouquet imprisoned, his property confiscated, and had 
Le Notre leave Vieux le Vicomte and start work immediately on his palace at Versailles, even today Vieux le Vicomte 
is unfinished.
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In 1990 a vast restoration project was initiated for the park at Versailles. This gigantic task aimed at returning the 
gardens, as closely as possible, to their original layout. This book celebrates the event by presenting a detailed history 
of the gardens, from the hunting estate acquired by Louis XIII, to the park of today. Hundred of visitors are drawn here 
to appreciate the unique and sumptuous era when Versailles became the ultimate symbol of the legendary Sun King. 
There followed, first, the age of Louis XV, when the Trianon became one of the favourite haunts of the Court, then the 
reign of Louis XVI, which saw its surroundings transformed into one of the most extraordinary jardin anglais 
produced in France during the eighteenth century. Throughout the nineteenth century, the gardens were maintained, 
restored and replanted, and today they are being further restored to their original state, reflecting the most significant 
contributions made by each of the preceding periods. More than two hundred reproductions, plans, drawings, paintings 
and engravings, as well as colour photographs of the existing gardens, illustrate this book. Each is accompanied by a 
short explanation that encourages the reader to relive the centuries that reflect the gardens.
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