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Christopher Thacker : The History of Gardens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The History of Gardens: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. THE HISTORY OF GARDENS is a very readble book. ...By 
Aristotle DipteronTHE HISTORY OF GARDENS is a very readble book. I have read only four chapters, but 
appreciate Thacker's style of writing and, especially, I appreciate that Thacker carefully explains horticultural and 
architectural terms. THE HISTORY OF GARDENS should be the first book read by anyone who wants to learn about 
the history of garden styles. This is not a book about growing garden plants, but rather is a book about the different 
garden designs and how plants are used to achieve those designs.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy Richard DudzinskiAs Describe17 of 25 people found the following review helpful. An enlightened walk 
in historical gardensBy Heather SanftChristopher Thacker would be a delight to meet in any historically significant 
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garden. Thacker's luscious use of writings and poetry interspersed with historical detail and visuals give the reader a 
lavishly satisfying overview of the history of gardens.This book enriches our knowledge of cultural diversity and the 
exciting significant historical figures who lay hidden in the gardens. Thacker inspires us to go explore the garden with 
all our senses like appreciating the look, bouquet, taste and personality of a fine fruit wine.

The spirit of a race or an age can be reflected even in the choice and use of plants: with the coming ofZen Buddhism, 
the Japanese practically ceased to grow flowers in their gardens, an attitude which Le Notre, garden designer 
ofVersailles, who once said 'flowers are for nursemaids' would doubtless have appreciated.

"Ancient gardens are imaginatively reconstructed through written descriptions and modern ones are depicted in the 
numerous illustrations that are the chief glory of the book. . . . A fine survey."--"Library JournalFrom the Inside 
Flap"Mr Thacker's history will be easy to supplement but almost impossible to excel. As editor of Garden History. . . 
he is our leading expert on the subject. He writes with scholarship, fluency, and love." 


